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Men and women, young* and old, appreciate and use 
these books. Written by Ralph S. Cushman, the poet-bishop, 
A Pocket Prayer Book, A Pocket Book of Power, and The 
Pocket Book of Faith contain many gems of scripture, 
prayer, quotations and verse. The three vest-pocket books, 
beautifully bound, gift-boxed, only $1.00 per set, postpaid. 
Use this handy coupon: 

*Many thousands are carried by service men. 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee Se 


| THE UPPER ROOM, 

j 1908 Grand Ave., Nashville 4, Tenn. F 
Enclosed is $___________, for which please send 

me, postpaid, 

sets of Cushman Pocket Books. $1 each. 

copies of “Children’s Prayers”. 35 cents—3 

copies $1. 


For little children, give . 


-copies of ‘Children’s 
Prayers” by Lucy Gray 
Kendall. Single copies 35¢, 
Three copies, $1.00, post- 
paid. 


re) 
> 
= 
m 
' 


ewreae eee ee ee 


MARCH - April, 1952 Page 75 


BOOKS for Today’s Needs 
\ Protestant Manifesto 


WINFRED E. GARRISON 


IN ouR WORLD of conflicting ideologies and ‘‘isms,” it is 
essential that every man know—and be able to explain to 
others—the nature of his own beliefs. A PROTESTANT 
MANIFESTO seeks both to define the Protestant faith and 
to show its message and meaning in the world we live in. 
It is a vital—in fact, an essential—book for every Protestant 
Christian. ‘Shows what it means to be a Protestant, and also 
makes you glad that you are one! . . . None gives so clarify- 
ing an analysis of the essential issues or so convincing a 
treatment of them.’—Religious Book Club. $2.75 


THE MODERN RIVAL 
OF CHRISTIAN FAITH 


An Analysis of 
Secularism 


GEORGIA HARK- 
NESS. What happens 
when people substi- 
tute attractive, appar- 
ently rewarding goals 
and values for those 
in the command, “Seek 
ye first the kingdom 
of God”? Dr. Hark- 
ness’ honest and dis- 
turbing answers show 
the price we have paid 
for our concession to 
the ‘spirit of the age” 
and how the Christian 
must lead the way 
out. $2.75 


PSYCHOLOGY, 
RELIGION and HEALING 


LESLIE D. WEATH- 
ERHEAD. Combining 
extensive knowledge of 
psychology and deep 
religious insight, Dr. 
Weatherhead examines 
the.methods of heal- 
ing through mind and 
spirit—from the prac- 
tices of primitive man 
to those in use today. 
A sound and thorough 
survey of methods and 
a critical study of 
their principles, tech- 
niques, and ultimate 
values. 544 PacEs. $5 


THE COUNSELOR 
IN COUNSELING 


SEWARD HILTNER. 
Every pastor, says Dr. 
Hiltner, can make his 
counseling more effec- 
tive by a better un- 
derstanding of his own 
part in the counseling 
process. Through the 
presentation and eval- 
uation of actual pas- 
toral interviews, this 
readable and solidly 
practical book shows 
how this understand- 
ing may be improved. 

$2.50 


THE SEVEN WORDS 


CLOVIS G. CHAP- 
PELL. Our Lord gave 
a message of help and 
inspiration and chal- 
lenge in his words 
from the Cross. These 
seven chapters draw 
out the deep spiritual 
meaning of each word 
so that the reader sees 
more vividly the truths 
of the Crucifixion; he 
finds for himself the 
full meaning of the 
ministry of . Jesus—and 
fresh understanding of 
the triumph of Easter. 


$1 


At Your Bookstore 
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wild boast of some megalomaniac. 


N THE lips of Jesus they resound 
rather with prophetic hope for every 
age which caught helplessly for the 

iime, at least, in the tragic conflict of the 

»owers and principalities of darkness. Whether 

we sense it wholly or not, ours is just such an 

ige. 

The tragedy of our age is not that we have 
liscovered the nuclear fission of the atom and 
nave become, thereby, heirs of atomic power. 
it is not that our postwar dreams of one world 
ure hovering dangerously near the brink of a 
»ottomless precipice, that we seem to be draw- 
tng nearer the dread place and hour when the 
wful power we hold is going to be wielded 
recklessly and the destiny of future genera- 
tions decided straightway. The tragedy of our 
age is that we are failing to see once again 
that material power, no matter of what the 
«ind or intensity, is both destructive and ruth- 
less, unless it is subjugated and dedicated to 
Spiritual power, specifically to the spiritual 
power of Christ in God. The hard truth is, 
that only when material power is so subjugated 
and so dedicated does it become creative with 
blessing and redound to the glory of God. 

I have been impressed, in this connection, 
with the increasing reinforcement being given 
to the claim and implications of Jesus’ words. 
Historians who have one eye backward on the 
past and the other forward to what is ahead, 
are alerting us with great earnestness. Recently 
Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., laid his finger on one 
aspect of the malady of our time. He was 
replying to the tendency of some historians 
to gloss over the moral conflict involved in 
the Civil War and revise the moral record of 
history. One noted Lincoln biographer, James 
G. Randall, had declared that the Civil War 
was the work of a “blundering generation,” 
stirred up by “fanaticism” and “war-making 
agitation.” Other revisionists had argued that 
“slavery would have broken down of its own 
weight, that the war was made inevitable as 
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IS THERE HOPE 


JOHN W. McKELVEY 
If the words “all power is given unto me in heaven and earth,’ (Matt. 


28:18) had not been uttered by Jesus, and if we had the capacity to dissociate 
them from Jesus, we would be inclined to say that they were obviously the 


oma 


a result of irresponsible leadership by power- 
driven politicians.’ To Arthur Schlesinger 
such views of the Civil War were both pulpy 
and dangerous. “The problem,” he says, “in- 
volves more than the Civil War alone. It 
raises basic questions about the whole modern 
view of history . . . I cannot escape the feeling 
that the vogue of revisionism is connected 
with the modern tendency to seek in opti- 
mistic sentimentalism an escape from the 
severe demands of moral decision.” 


Dr. Schlesinger is emphasizing that life is 
an irrepressible conflict with moral and spirit- 
ual values at stake and that no amount of 
white-wash or sentimental revision can free 
us from the obligation to seek both our power 
and strength in the infinite resources of 
heaven, and to refuse to do so is to invite 
cataclysmic evil upon our fellowmen. No mat- 
ter, consequently, how we may seek to by-pass 
these words of Jesus, they will not be by-passed 
in life’s grim pilgrimage: “All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth,’ and herein 
lies our hope. 


The Power of the Spirit 


If anyone entertains the slightest doubt that 
the hope of our world lies in the power which 
Jesus wields in and through us, let him ponder 
how Christ’s power works in us and how all 
creative power gathers its authority and glory 
from Christ Himself. If we are in as desper- 
ate a plight as we think we are, let us under- 
stand that it is because we have taken our 
eyes off Christ. Out of tragic bitter experi- 
ence some of us can testify that whenever we 
feel the blight of unfaith and the frustration 
of the deep inner longings of the soul, it is 
primarily because we have sought to utilize 
power other than Christ’s and have in effect 
rejected Christ as the chief cornerstone in 
building our temple of the soul. Out of that 
same travailing of spirit we know that we can- 
not be stewards of creative power and divine 
insight until we again realize that Christ is 
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the sole reason for and spiritual dynamic of 
our faith. 

This truth has been amply illustrated in the 
pages of THE UPPER ROOM. It has been 
refreshing to read the vivid witness of men and 
women all over the world to the “power of 
Jesus’ name.” Let me refer to one as typical 
of all. One night a Japanese gendarme broke 
into a house in the western area of Shanghat 
because light was seen through an unshaded 
window. The Chinese houselady was extreme- 
ly frightened, because she was likely to suffer 
a severe penalty. However, the officer ordered 
her only to put down the window shade. He 
pointed to a cross on the piano, saying, “My 
friend, the symbol of truth you and I believe 
in has made you free and me, too!” He then 
left quietly and politely. Truly these two 
people were free: one was free from danger 
and the other free from the utter ruthlessness 
which the evil power of war engenders. 

“Truly, they that trust in the Lord shall be 
as Mount Zion which cannot be removed but 
abideth forever.” How different is the life 
that is lived by the power of the Son of God! 
Difficult as it is to live as an instrument of 
Christ’s power, it is gloriously better than to 
live without it or ‘contrary to it. Someone 
summed up the life lived on other foundation 
than that which Christ laid in his definition 
of an atheist, saying ‘‘An atheist is the person 
who has no invisible means of support.’ Not 
so the Christian, for Christ who has sove- 
reignty over all power is with him to guide, 
strengthen, and support him in every time of 
need and in every opportunity for good. 


All the Power Is Mine 
and Ye Shall Receive Power 


The «significance of what Jesus was saying 
lies actually not in the fact that He exercises’ 
sovereignty over all power, but that He gives 
His power to the faint and to them that seek 
His favor. Robert W. Searle expressed it thus: 
“you can have power if you are willing to 
to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and yield the 
absolute allegiance of your heart to His rule. 
Do you think St. Francis or Luther or Carey 
or Wesley did what they did in their own 
power? These men,” he says, “were certain 
that they did not. And so were Moody and 
Phillips Brooks. So in fact are all those who 
really produce abiding results. One and all, 
they say, ‘It is God who worketh in us.’ And 
God in Christ will work in you if you desire 
to have him.” “But,” you say, “life today has 
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become so involved, evil is so deeply en- 
trenched, and what can one man do even with 
Christ’s power, pitted as he is against a hostile 
environment?” 

The answer is of course, so obvious and 
familiar that we have allowed it to lose its 
edge: “All things are possible with God.” 
Take the matter of race prejudice, than which 
there is no more cruel and brutal evil power 
in America. How many crimes men commit 
under the intoxicating influence of race preju- 
dice, admitted or unadmitted, only God knows. 

Consider the general godlessness and law- 
lessness which permeates secular life today. 
Think a moment about the gambling disease, 
the mania to get something for nothing which 
has paralyzed the wills and aspirations of 
multitudes of people. And yet, dreadful and 
catastrophic as this disease tends to be, it can 
be countered and wiped off the face of the 
earth. 

Recently the papers carried the story of a 
fearless professor of religion, Dr. Charles D. 
Spotts, of Franklin and Marshall College. 
“Gambling and vice can be crushed,’ he de- 


clared, “if the church people, who represent» 


58 per cent of the population in Lancaster 
County, refuse to promote and support all 


activities in which gambling and vice are_ 


factors.” He singled out card parties, festi- 
vals and carnivals, at which gambling is con- 
ducted. He also referred to bingo, punch- 
boards, slot machines in night clubs and lunch- 
rooms. “If people seriously accept the chal- 
lenge, the Christian people of Lancaster 
County could maintain their community fire 
companies, etc., by soliciting contributions.” 
Frank words, indeed, but words that strike 
across the moral looseness of our times with 
shattering effect. 


The same thing can be said for any of us, 


individually, in the close-up fighting which is. 


: 


ours relative to our ideals and standards cen- 


tered about truth, goodness, temperance, pa- 
tience, kindness, honor, purity, honesty, unsel- 


fishnessness, in short, the high things of the 


soul. Who is not buffeted in the wild melee 


of today’s scrambling for place and recogni- 


tion and success? 


And who can win out against the powers of 


~ 


darkness except him who seeks and finds his 
power in Christ? The sum and substance of 
the whole matter is simply as Christ stated it: 
“All power is given unto me in heaven and in 


earth.” 


4 
i 


The Expositor 


E SAT on one of the huge logs that 

line the shore of the Pacific Ocean, 
near the Indian village of La Push, 
1 the State of Washington. The moon was 
ining brightly and the tide was coming in. 
e were fascinated by the rhythmic move- 
ents of the surf. A succession of smaller 
waves spent themselves and, breaking far short 
bf their goal, retreated in confusion to be 
st in the sea. Then from time to time, ap- 
eared a larger billow which dispersed its 
waters much nearer the logs than any of its 
predecessors. Later in the evening the giants 
vere washing the timbers at our feet. A huge 
preaker caught up a log, two and a half feet 
m diameter by thirty long, and began to toss 
t about like a boy playing with a baseball bat. 
succeeding waves, gathering up other trees, 
hrew them from one to another as if they 
nad been toys. Some time after 10 o'clock, a 
muge breaker, the largest of the evening, ap- 
neared and we wondered what would happen. 
incidentally, it broke about our feet com- 
pelling us to flee to avoid an involuntary bath. 
ut of greater significance, the mighty surge 
rot under the great timbers and raised them as 
1 giant lifts his heavy weights. 

While we watched we were thinking of 
Pauli Bunyan, that fictitious character of west- 
=mn logging camps. According to the legend, 
this mythological giant, with his blue ox, dug 
Puget Sound, throwing the dirt upon the shore 
ro form the Olympic Mountains. Hobnobbing 
with the men of the forests, this imaginary 
nerson is said to have tossed huge timbers 
“rom peak to peak for the amusement of his 
“tiends. 

As we observed the waves casting the heavy 
-imbers about as if they had been match sticks, 
we concluded that Paul Bunyan was neither 
mere fiction nor myth, but a spirit. He repre- 
sents everything which, in fantasy, the logger 
would like to be, but is helpless in his weak- 
ness to become. Moving about the dense 
forests among giant trees and lofty peaks, the 
lumberman feels so small, so weak, so help- 
less and insignificant. Therefore, to compen- 
sate, he spins tall yarns of imaginary exploits 
of this legendary giant; able with ease to per- 
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as the mast of the Douglas 


*>REATER THAN 
PAUL BUNYAN 
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form impossible feats which the logger him- 
self would like to accomplish, but is too feeble 
to achieve. 

As we observed the activities of the sea we 
felt we saw at work the spirit which gave rise 
to the Paul Bunyan tradition. What we saw 
at La Push provided abundant evidence that 
there is at work in the world a real person 
who possesses powers in every way exceeding 
those attributed to the imaginary giant. 

In his sermon at Mars Hill, the apostle Paul 
describes this One and tells us His name. ‘“The 
God that made the world and all things there- 
in, He, being Lord of heaven and earth, 
dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 
neither is he served by men’s hands, as though 
he needed anything. Seeing he himself giveth 
to all life, and breath, and all things. And 
he made of one every nation of men to dwell 
on all the face of the earth, . . . that they 
should seek God, if haply they might feel 
after him and find him, though he is not far 
from each one of us; for in him, we live, and 
move, and have our being; . .. for we are also 
his offspring.” 

That is far better than anything ever attrib- 
uted to Paul Bunyan. 

I have seen this One at work in the heart 
of a tiny seed. In the spring, I went into my 
garden and, having prepared the soil, planted 
a row of long-season, winter-keeping beets. 
Now the actual seed of a beet is no larger 
than that of the mustard. In due time the 
tiny plants appeared above the earth. Feeding » 
and watering them, I cultivated the soil all 
summer and reveled in their growth. Being for 
winter use, they were permitted to develop 
until late fall. On Thanksgiving Day I took 
the largest one and, placing it upon the scales, 
found it weighed fifteen pounds. As I looked 
at this vegetable I was aware that, while 
through cultivation of the soil I had met the 
conditions for its growth, I had been unable 
alone to produce it. That beet was a gift from 
the hands of God. 

While visiting the State of Washington’s 
tree nursery at Bordeaux an attendant showed 
me a bag of seeds scarcely a fourth as large 
as that of an ordinary pea. I recognized them 
fir and realized 
(See page 102) 
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WHAT CHRIST 


D@ ORGY 


r \HE gospels give us a vivid picture of 


the significant events. of Jesus’ life. 

They not only reveal His marvelous 
teachings, but indescribably the changes 
He wrought in the lives of people. The 
disciples were, for the most part, ordinary 
men. They came from unpretentious avenues 
of life. However, when the Master had com- 
pleted His earthly ministry, with the excep- 
tion of one who proved to be a tragic failure, 
they were mighty men. 

Simon Peter, the fisherman, had become a 
stalwart pillar, capable of standing before the 
authority of the court declaring, “You killed 
the Prince of Life.’ John developed a loving 
spirit and such keen spiritual insight that he 
could say, ““We beheld His glory, the glory of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth.” Along the highways of Galilee 
were many who had been blind, but now could 
see. There were others who had spent years 
on cots of illness, but now walked among men 
telling of the restorative powers of the Master. 

However, the changes Jesus wrought were 
not merely in the physical natures of men, 
but in spiritual outlook. He changed the cli- 
mate of men’s souls. He made poor women 
of the street virtuous characters. He saved 
men from sin. He enabled countless numbers 
to declare that they were new creatures, that 
old things had passed away and all things had 
become new. 

What Jesus did for men in Galilee He can 
now do anywhere. For nineteen hundred 
years men have arisen to call Him blessed. All 
over our world people testify of His saving 
grace, and the REM life He gives. What 
can Jesus do for us? 

In the first place, He can make us the trans- 
mitter of goodness. Once there was a little 
child blind and deaf, with no real world, no 
hope, no future. But Mrs. Macy with patience 
and tenderness brought Helen Keller into con- 
tact with the world beyond her, interpreted it 
to her, and opened in her undreamed of capaci- 
ties of contact with the new world of life and 
thought. Water boiled through the centuries, 
but its steam vanished. It was not until a 
curious engine was devised to coordinate and 
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transmit its power that the steam was of use. 
Electricity had streaked across the sky, crashing 
in frightening thunder, until a dynamo let it 
come through in harmless and constructive 
ways of service. 


The world will not become righteous by 
individuals shutting up their light in an en- 
closing meditation. Religion is transmitted by 
people who actively reveal it. Jesus said, “If 
any man will be my disciple, let him deny 
himself, take up his cross and follow me.” 
We are His disciples when we do something 
about our faith. Ananias had the light. Christ 
had led him out of darkness. What did he do 
about it? Listen to him as he speaks to Saul 
of Tarsus. He says: “Brother Saul, the Lord, _ 
even Jesus, who appeared unto thee in the way 
has sent me unto thee that thou mightest 
receive thy sight and be filled with the spirit.” 
The energy and force of this material world 
are never released until an instrument is con- 
structed to transmit them. Christ depends upon 
consecrated lives to be the means of trans- 
mitting His love to those who do not know 
it. Our privilege is to lead those who walk 
in darkness into the light so their eyes ma 
be opened, and that they may be filled with 
the spirit. . 

Some years ago in a great hall in London, 
William Booth was proclaiming the gospel. 
A little woman wearing the uniform of the 
Salvation Army approached a young man 
who was standing in the back of the hall. 
She said to him, “‘Is there anything I could 
do for you? May I venture to ask, are you 
saved?” The young man turned to her sur- 
prised and answered, “Saved, why I am a 
reporter. Why should I be saved?” A few 
years latter, that reporter became the editor of 
a great London daily. He wrote a book which 
in Britain alone had one hundred twenty 
thousand sales. In that book he declared 
Christ was the center of his life. He said it 
all happened one night when a woman asked, 
“May I venture to ask, are you saved?” 5 


The editor stated he left that great hall, 
went back to his room and gave himself to 
Christ. That woman was a transmitter and a 
man’s soul caught the fire of the spirit. Hugh 
Redwood then became himself a transmitter 


> 
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jond millions have been touched. That is how 
fsoodness gets around the world. In Faraday’s 
paboratory someone dropped a silver pitcher 
foto strong acid and it gradually dissolved. 
e put something in the acid, went to the bot- 
com, drained the acid off. He then sent the 
iilver to the silversmith and the pitcher was 
jeemade. 


That is what Christ does for men. One 
lay in 1857, two ex-army officers who had 
cnown each other at West Point, met on the 
btreet in St. Louis. One said he had just 
written his brother that in the spring he would 
pe out of money, property and employment. 
Whe other declared he was selling cordwood 
‘rom his wife’s farm to be able to survive. 
Were they defeated men? Well, the first was 
William Sherman, and the other was Ulysses 
5. Grant. 


Christ takes men who have fallen, who think 
they are defeated and remakes them. The 
pgospel tells us we can be born again, that 
Harkness can be turned to light, bitterness to 
love, sin can be redeemed. It is our privilege 
to be transmitters of His saving grace. 


| 


In the second place, Christ can enable us 
constructively to live in spite of difficulties. 
[By the spiritual capacity placed within us, we 
gare able to apprehend the invisible. The 
tbeauty and symmetry of the world, the uni- 
versality of law, the brillance of the stars tell 
us much about God. However, the final confir- 
mation of the Divine is not found at the end 
cof an argument. The reality of God is found 
wwithin us. As Rufus Jones said, let a man sit 
jin the quiet. Let him close his eyes and ask 
thimself, “What am I? What am I worth? 
'What is personality? Is there anything in me 
‘that is not finite? What is the difference be- 
‘tween me and the animals of the field?” Jones 
declared, it will not be long until the portals of 
ithe spirit open. God’s presence will come in 
as the tides move up over the beach, and a 
‘man can say, “I know that my Redeemer 
liveth.” 

The eats ate keen. They can catch sounds 
moving from thirty to thirty thousand times a 
second. Sound waves moving faster or slower 
cannot be detected. The eyes can catch color 
vibrations that move four hundred million to 
eight hundred million times a second. Within 
this radius two hundred thirty tints and shades 
are apprehended. However, vibrations above 
the red and below the violet pass us by. We 
know there are colors we cannot see, and 
sounds we cannot hear. So it is, as we open 
our hearts to God’s grace we are aware of a 
presence that cannot be seen or touched. 
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Judson, the great missionary, knew this tact. 
He had suffered much in Burma. For a con- 
siderable time he was confined to a filthy 
prison. However, he refused to turn from his 
course because he believed God was leading 
him. He appealed to the king that he might 
be permitted to preach in a certain city. The 
king was a shrewd man. He said, “Judson, I 
am willing for a dozen preachers to go, but 
not you. Not with those hands. My people 
will take no notice of your preaching, but 
they will notice your scarred hands.” 

Yes, the world has again and again been 
impressed by those who have borne in their 
bodies the marks of their faith in Christ Jesus. 
Eloquent testimony has been given by those 
with broken bodies, but who, through God's 
grace, have ministered. 

In 1892 Robert Byers was helpless in a tiny 
room in Australia. He was paralyzed. By 1906 
he was blind and nearly totally deaf. Was 
there any chance for such a life? Faithfully his 
mother taught him that Christ could make him 
useful. At first it seemed utterly incredible. 
However, through prayer he began to be stimu- 
lated, and ideas began to flow in his mind. 


In 1911 he told a friend he had an idea. He 
said, “I have many friends, but other blind 
people have more. I am going to try to interest 
my friends in helping blind children. The plan 
was simple. He would ask his friends for a 
small birthday offering. He would use the 
money to do good. By 1925 he was receiving 
gifts from fifteen hundred persons. He was 
helping eighty blind children over the world. 
He maintained a cot in a hospital in India, 
two cots in a hospital in Palestine. He main- 
tained a Braille press in Japan. His kindness 
went all the way from Ceylon to China, from 
Brazil to the Fiji Islands. He said, “I am a 
missionary for Christ.” 


The great invisible presence sustained him. 
Though the doors of his eyes were closed, 
Christ. stood in his midst. Jesus can do for 
us far more abundantly than we can ask or 
think. 


Finally, Christ can enable us to see the sig- 
nificant. Little minds are detracted by things 
that do not matter. They give their lives for 
the temporary that is swept away by the winds 
of time. So frequently we lose sight of the 
noble, and grope in the darkness. Investiga- 
tion off the coast of Newfoundland has proven 
that a fog bank six feet high and a hundred 
feet long contains only one-seventh of a glass- 
ful of water. However, it is broken up into 
sixty thousand million tiny particles of almost 


(See page 82) 
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The Editors Columns 
Ud 


Name of Names 
TSeissa prominent Lecture and Concert 


Bureau. Pick up a trade journal of the 

field and his prominent page or double 
page-spread can hardly fail to catch your at- 
tention. He is one of the most promising men 
in his profession, even though he fails to keep 
his promises. 


Increasingly, over the land, Mens’ Clubs of 
many churches find annual lecture and concert 
series a profitable undertaking for their groups, 
in more than financial ways. Were your men’s 
group interested in such a series, they would 
naturally contact this bureau, for upon its list 
of advertised artists of every hue are many 
of outstanding world repute and acclaim listed 
as available. 


Your men might enter contractural relation 
with the bureau for a series of programs, 
including one or more “known names” as 


— 


What Christ Can Do 

(From page 81) 

invisible drops. It blots out the sea, the sky 
and the sun. 


A Christian man on an island off the Maine 
coast was determined that there should be 
some kind of religious instruction for the chil- 
dren. Wherever one stood on the island the 
ocean was visible. One day he gathered the 
children together. Wondering how he would 
begin, he decided to start with something the 
children knew. He asked them the name of 
the ocean that surrounded the island. Not one 
child could tell him. All their lives they had 
lived by its shore, yet they did not know it. : 

The blessings of God surround all of us. 
So frequently we are not aware of them. Jesus 
went about Galilee opening the eyes of the 
people so they could see the beauty of God’s 
world. He can open our eyes and enable us 
to behold the riches of His grace. The world, 
life, personality, beauty, all appear in a differ- 
ent light. What Christ can do for us is beyond 
any man’s ability adequately to describe. Jesus 
is wonderful. 
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feature attractions. They would soon get out 
window cards, press releases and other pub- 
licity announcing the series to be held in your 
church. 


Shortly before the date scheduled for your 
“special feature’ programs your men would 
receive word from the bureau, highly apolo- 
getic but notifying them that their big name 
artist had been in a serious auto accident, was 
called home by death in the family, had the 
gout and was confined to the hospital, or, be- 
cause of some other “‘act of God’’ was unable 
to keep his appointment. Hence, a substitute, 
always of lesser rank, is suggested in the 
hope that to get off the uncomfortable spot 
upon which you had been placed, you will 
accept him. 


On the surface it all appears legitimate. 
Actually it is not, for the bureau operates 
upon the faulty and perfidious plan that pres- 
tige comes from advertising big name artists, 
whether they are actually available through 
the bureau or not. It knows that it will not 
be able to deliver the big name, yet it offers 
it with the deliberate idea of sending a substi- 
tute to pinch hit for the noted artist. 


Fortunately, this method is the very rare 
exception. By far the vast majority of booking 
agencies are wholly reliable and they deal with 
as they would be dealt by. They, by their 
honest intentions and operation emphasize the 
viciousness and turpitude-of the errant bureau. 


Although the “promising” one has taken no 
ordination or other vows to obligate him to 
produce the “‘big name,” you and I have. If. 
the laxness of his practice shocks us with its 
inherent dishonesty and perfidy, now is a- 
pretty good time for us to examine our own. 
The minister is sworn to present Jesus and_ 
Him crucified. 


The pulpits of this land will be filled with 
many a lesser substitute on Easter Day. The 
resurrected Saviour will be missing, and 
through no “act of God.” If you have honest — 
concetn for the souls in your charge, an-_ 
nounce and GIVE them the Empty Tomb, the 
Risen Lord. ate 
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‘he Commission to Ministers 


It is true that Jesus healed the sick and fed 
e hungry. He was the greatest ‘social re- 
former’ that ever lived in this world of ours: 
ut his attention to the physical needs of men 
vas a by-product of his great purpose in com- 
ag as a Saviour to deliver men from the 
ihame, penalty and power of sin, greed and 
elfishness. He came out of ‘the glory which 
ee had with the Father before the world was’ 
die upon the Cross for us men and our 
alvation, that by faith in him we might enter 
vith him into the glory of the endless life.’ 


“I, if I be lifted up,” said he, “will draw 
lll men unto me;” and his biographer adds, 
‘This he spake concerning the death which 
ae should die.” Wherefore it is written that, 
when the shadow of the Cross fell darkly over 
aim, “he set his face steadfastly to go...” 
t was by the way, on his steadfast journey to 
he Cross that the sick being brought on 
couches, this great Physician “healed them all.” 


_ As a reformer he, with his disciples, was 
tharged with “turning the world upside 
own.”” This was so that it might be turned 
right side up in time, through his grace. Jesus 
sought to bring rulers and subjects, employers 
and employes, parents and children, tax-pay- 
ets and tax-spenders, wrong-doers and law 
enforcement agencies, into right relation with 
zach other. The practice of his Golden Rule 
will yet usher in the Golden Age, But— 
above and beyond all this, his purpose was to 
oring men into right relationship with God; 
-his, he consistently taught, could only be at- 
rained by faith in himself as their Saviour 
from sin. He taught the necessity of trusting 
in him in order to attain everlasting life. This 
was always foremost and at the forefront of 
his teaching. 

Can you hear him ask: ‘““What shall it profit 
a man if he gain the whole world and lose his 
life (soul, if you prefer) or what shall a 
man give in exchange for his life?” 

~ Our commission as ministers of the Gospel 
is thus marked out for us. “Go ye, and teach 
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CHURCH AT WORK 


Int 


The salvation of an immortal soul is 
the supreme manifestation of divine love, 
and by the same token, the conversion of 
a single sinner is the highest possible achieve- 
ment of any follower of his. Surely, we are 
to feed the hungry and clothe the naked and 
do good unto all men, as we have opportunity, 
but these are mere by-products of our great 
commission. The minister’s work is to pre- 
pare men for immortality by bringing them 
into the saving knowledge of the grace of 
Almighty God! 

In carrying out that commission by Jesus 
Christ, our Saviour, we are bound to declare 
the exceeding sinfulness of men, the certainty 
of punishment as set forth in the law, the 
divine promise of salvation to those who re- 
pent and accept Jesus Christ, forasmuch as 
“there is none other name given under heaven 
among men whereby we must be saved,” a 
personal and abiding faith in him and his love. 
Here we have the consequent duty of minis- 
ters, and all Christians under his banner, to 
sound forth a continuous invitation to repent, 
believe, and accept salvation through him, 
until the last sinner shall find forgiveness and 
rest in him. 

This is to preach salvation as Jesus preached 
it, as his apostles preached it after they re- 
ceived the power of the Holy Spirit in the 
Upper Room; this is as we must preach sal- 
vation, if we are to “declare the whole counsel 
of God.” —David James Burrell, in “Preaching 
with Power: Preaching Salvation.” 


Spiritual Gardening 
Seed to Use. Luke 8:11. 
Seed to Avoid. Joel 1:17. 
When to Sow. Eccles. 11:6. 
Spring medicine. Exek. 47:12. 
Shoes for feet. Eph. 6:15. 
Insure your crops. Rom. 8:28. _ 
Summer morning prayer. Psa. 16:1. 
Summer evening prayer. Psa. 4:8. 
A certain harvest. Psa. 126:6. 
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God-Consciousness 

‘Tf sin has become a commonplace, our 
preaching has become a plaything. If we do 
not feel its horrors, we shall lose the startling 
clarion of the watchman. There will be no 
urgency in our speech, no vehemence, no sense 
of imperious haste. If we think lightly of the 
disease, we shall loiter on the way to the 
physician. If we do not feel the heat of the 
consuming and destructive presence, we shall 
not labor, with undivided zeal, to pluck our 
fellow men as brands from the burning. If 
our sense of sin is lax, we may find in that 
laxity one of the causes of ineffective preach- 
ing.”—John Henry Jowett, (quoted in “‘Se- 
crets of Effective Preaching.’ ) 


Counsel For Every Minister 

Counsel for every minister and seminary 
student, not from a theological or philosoph- 
ical view of the task, but what the minister 
must be as a sermon if he is to lead others, by 
Stephen C. Neill, in his latest volume, ‘‘Ful- 
fill Thy Ministry,” 152 pp., $2.00, Harper, 
five sections— 


The Minister and His God 
The Minister and Himself 

The Minister and His Message 
The Minister and His People 
The Minister and The World 


Stephen C. Neill, formely Bishop of Tinne- 
velly, India, and now assistant to the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, is co-director of the 
study department of the World Council of 
_ Churches with headquarters in Geneva; mate- 
rial in this volume was originally delivered as 
a series of lectures at an Interseminary Con- 
ference held in this country. 


Easter Service 


Let all who come bow in silent prayer for the 
blessing of God upon all who worship, both here 
and throughout the world; also for all who have 
not yet the grace of the Mind and Spirit of 
Christ to guide and strengthen their lives. 

Tower Bells 
Prelude: “O Filii et Filiae’—W est, 
Call to Worship: 


' We have pondered thy loving sacrifice, O 
Lord, and Risen Redeemer, and eee in humble 
gratitude, awaiting the grace of understanding 
according to Thy Will. As is Thy Name, O Lord 
and Saviour, so is Thy praise unto the ends of 
the earth. am 

Hymn: “Come Ye Faithful”—S¢, Kevin. 

Adoration— 

Pastor: Glory be to Thee, O Father Almighty, 
who as on this day didst raise up Thy Son from 


the dead and makest us partakers of His victory 
over sin and death. 
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People: Glory be to Thee, O Christ, who for 
us men and our salvation hast overcome death, 
and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life. 

Pastor: Glory be to Thee, O Holy Spirit, who 
dost lead us into all truth as it is in the Risen 
Christ. 

People: Blessed be Thou, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, who bringest life and immortality to 
light through Thy Gospel. 

Pastor: Blessed be Thy Glorious Name for 
ever and ever. 

People: Amen. 

Hymn: “Christ the Lord Is Risen” — St. 
George. 
Confession: (In unison). 

O Almighty God, who broughtest again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus; we acknowledge that 
we are unworthy of Thy redeeming grace. We 
have not believed Thy promises, nor have we 
trusted in our living Lord, because we are unable 
to understand Thy goodness and love. Help us, 
we ptay Thee, to overcome our worldliness of 
thought and spirit, so our blindness may be over- 
come, and permit us to see and understand His 
presence among us. Through disappointment of 
mind and dejection of spirit; through selfishness 
and inability to understand the depth and measure 
of Thy love and sacrifice for us individually; 
through lack of trust in Thy Redeeming Grace, 
O Lord, we have been denied the realization of 
Thy gift of forgiveness and salvation through the 
Cross and the Tomb. 


O Heavenly Father, make our hearts burn with- ? 


in us, as we hear and understand the measure of 
Thy gift to all who will listen and_ believe; 
show us how to put aside, through Thee, the 
thought of comforts and satisfactions of today; 
help us to understand Thy assurance that we 
are here only to.do Thy will, and then join Thee 
in Life everlasting. Give us strength to trust in 
- His Redeeming power, as we face the evil and 
temptation of the hour; help us to cherish in 
our hearts and minds the glad tidings of His 


fe 


ch 


victory over death, so we may follow the way — 
that will lead us to Him and everlasting peace. 


Now, O Lord, we bow before Thee in shame and 


sorrow as we understand the magnitude of our 


selfishness and sin, asking Thy forgiveness. Merci- 


fully grant us forgiveness of our sins, and restore — 
unto us .Thy joy of knowing the meaning of 


Salvation through Thee. We ask in His Name, 
our Mediator and Saviour. 


Assurance of Pardon: (In Unison). 
Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, who in 


‘ 


his great mercy hath promised the forgiveness of — 
sins to all who come in sincere repentance and — 
earnest faith and desire seeking His Love, have 
mercy upon us; forgive our sins, and deliver us 
from the harm which follows in their wake; con-~ 


firm and strengthen us in faith and 


lasting life, through 
our Redeemer. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer: (In Unison). 

Gloria Patri 

Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation . . . 

Scripture: Luke 24.13-35. 

Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk. With Thee” 
Maryton. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving, Petition and Inter- 
cession. ; 


- 


The Exposito 


: I desire to live 
according to Thy will, and bring us to every-— 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, and« 


& 


pesponse: “Father, Grant Thy People Peace.” 
pathem: “Glory to His Name’—Evans, 
iiffertory: “IT Know That My Redeemer Liv- 
} eth’ —Handel. 

yen: “Lord God of Hosts’—Lanberne. 
permon: Christ and His Victory. I Cor. 14- 
57-58. 

rayer: (For grace to accept the gift offered 
to us through the Cross.) 

yinthem: “Hallelujah Chorus’—Handel. 

| Benediction: 

Kesponse: “Dresden Amen.” 

yan: “Alleluia! Alleluia!’—Lux Eoi. 
festlude: “Toccata from the 5th Symphony” 
| —Widor. 


How to Make Money At Home” 

} The volume, “How To Make Money At 
fome,” by Polly Webster, 262 pages, pub- 
Bshed by The Grolier Society, Inc., 2 West 
5th Street, New York 19, N. Y., $3.25 in- 
jiuding postage. 


ittendance Charts 

“Good Shepherd” Attendance Chart, 20 x 
E8””, designed especially for Cradle Roll rec- 
trds, space for 45 names for one quarter of 
ne year, and adorned in large full-color Bible- 

picture, 40c each, will have instant appeal 
children and teachers. (Order this by No. 
672, Standard Pub. Co.) 

Two additional charts ‘‘Jesus and the Chil- 
aren, No. 1673, and “Jesus and the Children” 
!Honor Roll) No. 1674, offered by Standard 
Pub. Co., in color, have equal child-appeal. 


ach: Fifteen Symphonies 

Arranged as Organ Trios 

The latest organ publication by Volkwein 
3ros., Inc., “Bach: Fifteen Symphonies,” 
“Three Part Inventions for Clavier) arranged 
*s Organ Trios by Dr. Caspar Koch, $2.00, 
ill interest many readers. Address inquiries 


Volkwein Bros., Inc. 
Music House 

632 Liberty Ave., 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 


Jost of Funerals 

A news item of interest to Expositor tead- 
ers comes from St. Louis, Mo., Febr. 21, 
952, which reads: “Leaders of 6-AFL and 
fcIO unions met this week in a move to bring 
down the cost of funerals. A spokesman said 
the average charge here (St. Louis, Mo.) is 
8825. The unions would like to cut $300 to 
$500 from that.” 
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Chapel, Valley Forge 

Military Academy 

Newest addition to the famed Valley Forge 
Military Academy, in Wayne, Pa., is the new 
alumni memorial Chapel of St. Cornelius the 
Centurion. The chapel was recently completed, 
after a seven-year Alumni Drive, and stands 
as a handsome memorial to the 74 Valley 
Forge men who have given their lives for 
God and Country. 

Erected at a cost of $650,000, the chapel 
has a cornerstone gift of the President of the 
United States, which is one of the original 
foundation stones of the White House in 
Washington. 


Interior of Chapel, 
Valley Forge Military Academy 


The building is Colonial in spirit, and is 
the work of Architect Harold G. Wilson, 
Ardmore, Pa., and of the Valley Forge Class 
of ’36. The Colonial motif is carried out in 
the interior. Walls are painted a soft green 
shade. The floor is of rose-colored tile. The 
pews—which seat 1,000—the choir, altar, pul- 
pit and lectern are all the work of the Amer- 
ican Seating Company. Pewing is finished in 
white enamel and mahogany stain, and pew 
ends, as well as altar, bear the Academy's 
shield, showing George Washington kneeling 
in prayer at Walley Forge. The altar cornice 
is decorated with the brass medallions of the 
five branches of the service. 

The chapel was dedicated in late November, 
with General of the Army George Catlett Mar- 
shall as guest speaker. Major General Milton 
G. Baker is superintendent of the Academy. 
Laymen Speak Their Views 

“Weighing the Evidence and Rendering De- 
cisions,” a local Judge. 

“What makes a Good Citizen,’ a District 


Attorney. 
“Boosting for the Kingdom,” a Real Estate 
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Dealer. 

“Enforcing the Law,” a local Law Officer. 

“Compounding Interest,” or “Increasing In- 
vestments,” a local Banker. 

“Church and School, in Building Citizens, 
a local Teacher. 

“Things a Christian Should Read,” a local 
Library worker. 

“Can a Man Be a Christian in Business,” a 
Businessman. 

“What a Son Expects of His Father,” sev- 
eral Boys. 

“What a Son Expects of His Mother,’’ sev- 
eral Boys. 

“What a Daughter Expects of Her Mother,” 
several Girls. 

“What a Daughter Expects of Her Father,” 
several Girls. 

“What a Mother (or Father) Expects of a 
Son or Daughter,” several Parents. 

“How to Make a Man Out of a Boy,” a 
local Scout Worker. 

“The Value of a Clean Life,’ a local Doc- 
tor. 
“Fathers and Mothers in Church and S. S. 
Regularly,” Sunday School Superintendent. 

“The Church in the Community,” 
Mayor, or active Businessman. 

“How Are Newcomers Treated,” a New- 
comer and a local Resident. 

“What Can Newcomers contribute to the 
Life of the Church and Community,” discus- 
sion from both groups. 

“An Evening of Surprises,” (statistics on 
many phases of Church and Community activi- 
ties, followed by lively entertainment, either 
local or brought in for the occasion, followed 
by refreshments and awards). 


the 


Available to Readers 

Information Service Bulletin, dated Satur- 
day, February 16, 1952, issued by the Dept. 
of Research and Survey, National Council, 
297 Fourth Ave., New York 10, N. Y., con- 
tains a review of ‘““The Year Book of Educa- 
tion,” containing information from all parts 
of the world concerning prevailing moral 
standards and practices, etc., a book of nearly 
700 pages from more than 40 writers. 

The Bulletin also contains some other 
worthwhile information, such as ‘‘“What Youth 
Sees in the Contemporary world,” the ‘“Re- 
sponsibility of Our Educational Institutions in 
Our Present Situations’ and both important 
and enlightening to all Christian-Citizens is 
the “Statement of Concerns’ issued by the 
Committee on Industrial Relations of the 
Mennonite Church, Goshen, Indiana. The 
bulletin is .10 for single copies, and may be 
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ordered from the above address, by sending 
ten cents with your order. 


Ideas To Help Young People 

Rev. Lester Matthews, Richland Center, 
Wisconsin, writes: “I want to find some good 
material for my ‘Youth Fellowship Meetings’ 
and thought you might be able to help me; 
something that will give ideas to help young 
people in this present day and hour.” 

Readers of The Expositor who have found 
the answer to this urgent need will do Rev. 
Matthews and other readers a good turn if 
they share their “good news’ with all of us. 


Strip Floor Possible Over Concrete Slab 

Oak or other hardwood strip flooring can 
be applied over a concrete slab without sub- 
flooring. Strictly speaking, however, the strips 
are not fixed to the concrete itself. 

In a method that has proved quite success- 
ful, the flooring is nailed to screeds which are 
laid in mastic on the slab. The mastic serves 
to adhere the screeds to the concrete and keep 
them in permanent position. Screeds used are 
usually 2 by 4s from 18 to 30 inches long. 

They are laid in a staggered pattern at 
right angles to the proposed direction of the 
flooring. This method has been approved by 
the FHA. Further details can be obtained 
by writing to the Oaking Flooring Informa- 
tion Service, 221 North LaSalle St., Chicago, 
Illinois. 


What a Christian Should Read 

An enterprising Illinois church issues regu- 
lar bulletins on worthy books, articles, and 
publications which church members should 
read, and if they are not available in the local 
library, or. church library, the titles, publish- 
ers, and prices are given, and suggestions 
made that someone secure the reading matter, 
and after reading, make it available to others, 
especially young people, through the local li- 
brary, or the church library. Each bulletin 
also contains specific Bible reading references, — 
or pertinent verses in full. 


Open Prayer 

Prayers, designed and suitable for any and — 
every Occasion arising ina pastor’s program, 
arranged under specific file-headings, printed 
in clear, large type for easy reading, and a 
lightweight, inconspicuous binder for carrying — 
the items selected for individual occasions, 
seems like a dream made into reality. 

It is. just that! The every-occasion-prayer 
needs were compiled by Jesse Halsey, arranged — 
under specific headings— 

Call to Worship 


The Expositor” 


Invocations 

Prayers and Confession 

Assurances and Prayers for Pardon 

Affirmations of Faith 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Collects and Short Prayers 

Prayers and Petition and Intercession 

Pastoral Prayers 

Offertory Prayers 

Before and After the Sermon 

Benedictions 

Prayers for Dedications 

The 593 prayers and other aids are neatly ar- 

tanged in a specially designed cardbord desk file, 
under code letters of the alphabet from “A” through 
“M,” and each item is numbered under the proper 
code letter, so that any page removed for reading 
or use can be replaced in its proper place instantly. 
In the accompanying 32-page guidebook are found 
instructions for use of the complete file, and— 

Index of Authors and Sources, 3-pages 

Index of First Lines, 10-pages 

Index of Scripture, 4-pages 

Index of Subjects, 2-pages 

The file entitled, OPEN PRAYER, is available 

at your lecal book store through Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury Press, price $7.50. 


A Missionary Room In Your Church 

Churches taking a serious view of the 
charge—'‘Go ye into all the world . . . bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teach- 
ing them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you . . .” have found it 
inspirational and practical to arrange a “‘Mis- 
sion-Room’’ in the religious education section 
of the church. We have recently received a 
description of such a room, planned and cared 
for by the various units within the church 
who are interested in a “functioning mission- 
ary spirit.”’ 

The walls are covered with large maps of 
all the countries of the world, and as far as 
possible, active Missionary stations of any 
church, are indicated on the maps. In some 
countries, where various churches are active in 
missionary work, colored tacks are used to 
indicate the stations of various churches. 
Pictures, small rugs, handwork, and books 
from various countries are on display, plainly 
marked. There is a list of the various prod- 
acts which each nation supplies for its own 
use, and the exports to our country, adding to 
our comforts, wellbeing, and national pros- 

_perity. The dress and habits of its people are 
shown where pictures or drawings can be 
supplied. Some especially helpful passages 
of Scripture are shown in each language. Vari- 
ous language Bibles were secured from the 
American Bible Society for display. 

The Missions groups hold devotional serv- 
ices in this room, prior to undertaking the 
business of a meeting; the devotions being spe- 
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cifically related to the aim and purpose of the 
Missionary spirit. 

Photographs of any local people actively 
engaged in Mission-fields are framed and dis- 
played, and everyone in the church (regardless 
of denominational affiliation of the Mission- 
ary) is encouraged to write letters, send small 
gifts, money, even postage money for the re- 
turn of news from the mission-field. Each 
class in the religious education section holds 
one or two devotional services in the “Mis- 
sions-Room’’ each season, after which letters 
from the mission-fields are read, and questions 
are answered and new ideas sought. 

Basically, the plan is to make real to the 
membership of local churches the people in 
other lands, and to emphasize that they are 
created by the same loving Providence which 
brought us into life, watches over us, and 
most important, that Jesus gave His life on 
the Cross of Calvary for the salvation of 
peoples everywhere, including ourselves, and 
that His Resurrection and return to the Father, 
and the sending of the Holy Spirit, concerns 
all peoples in every land. This is the ‘‘Glad 
News” we are commanded to carry to any 
and every nation, where it is not known, or 
understood. There are many ways to teach the 
fact of God’s love and the promise of 
Immortal Life through Jesus Christ, and 
the method chosen will depend upon our 
actual dedication to carrying out the com- 
mand, “Go ye .. .” Any church actually 
founded on a living faith in Jesus Christ and 
His message of Salvation cannot contain that 
faith within itself; it must go forth and share 
that good news with others who will hear; 
there is no way to hold back a /iving faith. 
—Rev. J. J. Seagrave, Exchange. 


“J Have Been Poor!” 

“J have been poor,” says the will of retired 
Rancher Aladino Belluomini, Stockton, Cali- 
fornia, who died at 61, a week prior to the 
reading of the will on February 20, 1952, and 
“TI know and understand the diffculties that 
beset people of limited means when confronted 
by illness, disease or injury. 

His estate of more than $200,000 was left 


‘to San Joaquin County to provide the latest 


scientific treatment in medicines for the poor. 


1950 Weddings Total 1,670,000 
WASHINGTON. — There were 1,670,000 
marriages in the United States in 1950, 
accounting for nearly one out of every ten 
unmarried women and girls over the age of 14. 
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Text: John 20:5—. .. yet entered he not in. 


CCORDING to John’s account, Mary 
Magdalene was first at the tomb on the 
first Easter morning. She came “while 

it was yet dark’ so she probably had not 
slept at all. At such times it is always a relief 
to be doing something and so she had walked 
out to this quiet place, where the body of the 
Master had been laid to rest. For her, as for 
the disciples, the preceding days had been 
terrible with shock following upon shock. 
There had been the arrest in the garden of 
prayer, the mockery in the court of the high 
priest, the torture inflicted by the soldiers, the 
crucifixion, the long hours of agonizing wait- 
ing and then the closing of His eyes in death. 
Now, everything was over and nothing was 
left but a dull, aching sense of loss. And yet- 
one shock remained, for when she came within 
sight of the tomb, through the gray mists of 
the early morning, she saw that the stone had 
been rolled away and, instinctively, she knew 
the body was not there. She did not know 
she was gazing upon one of the greatest sym- 
bols of Christianity —- the empty tomb — 
and so she turned and fled. She brought the 
news of the empty tomb to Peter and John 
and their response was immediate: “they both 
ran together; and the other disciple outran 
Peter, and came first to the tomb; and stoop- 
ing and looking he seeth the linen cloths 
lying: yet entered he not in.” 


How perfectly naturally all the characters 
act. You would expect a woman to be first at 
the tomb, and she was! You would expect 
her to be concerned that the body of Jesus 
should have decent burial, and she was. John 
arrived and looked into the empty tomb “yet 
entered he not in.’’ As soon as Peter arrived, 
he walked right into the tomb—just as you 
would expect. After Peter, the more thought- 
ful John entered also. 
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‘(THE PULPIT 


WHERE EASTER 


BEGINS 


DAVID T. ERICKSON 


Consider the three things which John did: 
first, he looked in but did not enter; then he 
entered; after that he went home. It is the 
same procedure which has been followed by 
countless numbers of those who have laid 
away loved ones in the bosom of mother earth. 
We go to the grave to pay our respects. We 
enter the tomb as the realization comes to us 
that the real person is not there, but has 
risen. Then, because of that conviction we 
depart to our homes comforted. 


I 

When John arrived at the tomb it was with 
an aching heart. The greater the love the 
greater the grief and usually, the more re- 
strained. John had not only loved Jesus but 
had, himself, been the beloved disciple. As 
always, in such a place, there were memoties, 
memories which blessed and burned. There 
were the memories of olden days spent in the 
company of the Master, days in which there 
had been little enough of the necessities of 
life, hunger.and thirst to reckon with, a place 
under the stars at night, when the wind 
blew and the rain fell, days of danger in 
which the little company had been attacked 
by ugly mobs and had barely escaped 
with their lives, days of disappointment and 
disillusion, days of uncertainty and doubt. 
And yet, in spite of all these things, they 
had been glorious days, for there had been the 
companionship of the Master and rich revela-— 
tions of the meaning and possibilities of life. 
Comfort and security were but small things in 
comparison. 

But these days were a thing of the past and 
now nothing but memories remained. Some 
of these were so bitter that John would fain 
repress them, but could not. There were bitter 
memories of the days of failure, when he and — 
the others had failed the Master. He remem- 
bered how he had quarreled with the others — 
over which of them should have the chief 
places in the earthly kingdom which they had 
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expected Jesus to set up. He recalled that he 
had been one of those who wanted to call 
down fire from heaven on the Samaritan vil- 
lage, which had refused to receive them when 
they were making the last journey to Jerusa- 
lem. And Jesus had looked at him so 
strangely with such a mixture of compassion 
and sorrow before He had rebuked him. Just 
before Jesus had been arrested, He had asked 
John to watch an hour with Him, and he had 
failed. Then he had fled with the rest of the 
disciples and left Jesus in the hands of His 
enemies. Strangely enough there were no bit- 
ter memories connected with the days of sacri- 
fice. There never are! 

No one has ever lived very long without 
sharing, to some extent, in the experience 
which was John’s. Who has not, at some 
time or other, stood beside the grave of a 
loved one? Then we have picked up again the 
burden of living and stumbled on, groping our 
way through the darkness. Perhaps, with our 
own heart bleeding, we have tried to bind up 
the wounds of others. At the time it might 
seem impossible, but. it is always possible to 
gather up the broken threads of life and bind 
them together in some fashion or other. Yes, 
it is always possible while Jesus and the God 
of Jesus remain. For John, it was much more 
difficult for he thought Jesus was dead and 
God did not seem to care. Even the body of 
Jesus had disappeared. 

II 

When John, following Peter’s example, en- 
tered the tomb, he brought with him all his 
hopes and dreams—to bury them! The Master 
was dead but that was not all. Injustice and 
revenge had triumphed over justice and love. 
John had hoped that Jesus was the promised 
Messiah and now he was compelled to bury 
that hope. Jesus had told them God was a 
kind and loving Father, but now he was sure 
this was not true. If God had cared about 
Jesus, how could He have permitted His ene- 
mies to arrest and crucify Him? God had even 
deserted Jesus on the cross so that Jesus had 
cried out in the intolerable agony of that de- 
sertion: “My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” ; 

John realized now that he had been entirely 
mistaken in all he had believed and hoped. 


_ Evil was stronger than good. Hate was more 


powerful than love. He had never been sure 


that Jesus was right but now he could see 
how foolish were some of the things which 


. 
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Jesus had taught. “Blessed are the merciful; 
for they shall obtain mercy.” Where had any 
mercy been shown to Jesus? ‘Blessed are the 
pure in heart: for they shall see God.” See 
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God indeed! Why God had even turned His 
face away from Him when He hung on the 
cross. 

Only one conclusion was possible. There 
was no God, or, if there was a God, He was 
far different from the One Jesus had told 
them about. No God, worthy of the name, 
could permit such things to happen. I do not 
suppose John had ever heard about Socrates, 
the Greek Philosopher, who had advanced 
ideas similar to those which Jesus had taught. 
How John would have laughed to read the 
statement which Socrates made, when he was 
on trial before his judges with death staring 
him in the face. “O judges, be of good cheer 
about death, and know this of a truth—that 
no evil can happen to a good man, either in 
life or after death.” So! no evil could happen 
to a good man, and yet Socrates had drunk the 
poison hemlock and Jesus had been crucified! 
If there were a God, He did not care, for 
Jesus was dead. 

III 


So John left the tomb and went back to a 
dreary, dismal, empty home in a world not 
worth living in, for Jesus was no longer there. 
It was all because the real John had missed 
the meaning of the empty tomb. The John 
who stood beside the tomb and who followed 
Peter in, was distracted, disappointed, faith- 
less and unbelieving. Death had shattered his 
foundations as has perhaps happened to some 
of us. John was very much like you and I, 
as he stood outside the tomb and permitted 
bitterness to drive out thankfulness. He did 
not realize that even if Jesus were dead, it 
was ‘‘better to have loved and lost than never 
to have loved at all.’’ Why did he think only 
of the bitter occurrences and forget all the 
wonderful revelations of God’s love, which 
he and the others had experienced? True, life 
had sometimes been hard, but there had always 
been enough to live on. They had known per- 
secution and hatred, but had they not also 
seen Jesus transfigured? There had been a 
cry of anguish from the cross but there had 
also been the triumphant prayer: “Father, for- 
give them.” te 

Suppose John had dwelt on all the pleasant 
memories, instead of on all the things he was | 
incapable of understanding. Why should he ~ 
see only the cross and the tomb and forget 
the Mount of Transfiguration? Why should he 
not have remembered all the times when God 
had so surely led him and the others? If he 
had remembered these things, he would have 
realized that God’s plans are greater than we 
can fathom and that victory often comes out 
of seeming defeat. He would have realized 
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that Socrates spoke a true word, when he said, 
that no evil could happen to a good man 
either in life or after death. But John was 
beside himself with grief as has happened to 
so many who have lost loved ones. 

All this time Jesus was not dead, but alive! 
Righteousness was triumphing over injustice, 
life was trampling death under foot, love was 
triumphant over hate, and the truth of Jesus’ 
life and teachings were being vindicated. Jesus 
was not in the tomb because He was alive. 
God did care and had proven Himself to be 
the God of the ressurection. A life like that 
of Jesus could not be holden of death. He 
was not there for He was risen. 

Easter stands for ressurection and for the 
immortality of the soul. Do you believe in 
it? Do you believe that life begins rather 
than ends with the grave? I know some of 
you have celebrated Easter with a true realiza- 
tion of its meaning, but there are many who 
have not. Easter began at a tomb with the 
realization that Jesus, the beloved, was not 
there because He was risen. The first real 
Easter for any individual always begins in 
“God’s Acre.” When you sit there beside the 
grave of a loved one and begin to realize that 
he whom thou lovest is not there, but with 
God and in His keeping, then you know 
what Easter is all about. The assurance of 
the immortality of our loved ones and of our- 
selves always begins at a grave. After this 
experience, there is no more uncertainty and 
doubt for we know. 

There isn’t much use in trying to prove the 
possibility or the reasonableness of immor- 
tality. It must be experienced. The first Easter 
was celebrated ‘‘in Joseph’s lovely garden” at a 
tomb. Your Easter, if you celebrate one, will 
begin in a similar place, for Easter always be- 
gins at the resting place of a loved one. There 
is no other place where it could begin. 

What does immortality mean but just this: 
No one and nothing can separate us from the 
love of God. If you believe this then you 
can say with Paul: “I am persuaded that 
neither death, nor life, (nor anything else) 
can separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” No! not even 
death, for Easter begins at a grave. 


One in 65-Drinkers an Addict 

Of 65,000,000 “occasional drinkers” in the 
U.S.A., at least 1,000,000 are considered ad- 
dicts, whose craving for drink is a major prob- 
lem, reported Dr. Tom D. Spies, Prof. of 
nutrition and metabolism at Northwestern, at 
a meeting of the American Medical Associa- 
tion in early December, 1951, Los Angeles. 
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The Last Breakfast 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 
Text: John 21:12—Come and Dine.” 
YHE Last Supper is a familiar name and 


a familiar event. Unspeakably tender 

and beautiful, it is recorded by all four 
Gospels, dwelt upon by poets, painters and 
preachers, and handed down from age to age 
by an unbroken series of sacred commemora- 
tion. But here we have the Last Breakfast. 
Although John in his Gospel left out the 
actual institution of the Lord’s Supper; he 
compensates for that omission by giving us 
the account of another meal that Jesus had 
with His disciples, the Last Breakfast. This 
he does in a narrative of incomparable beauty, 
pathos, tenderness and power. 

In this golden narrative there are three 
truths which stand out above all others: First, 
that the heart and essence of the Christian 
faith is a personal relationship to Christ. 
Second, the two conditions of discipleship, to 
serve Christ and His cause and to follow Him. 
Third, the forgiving and restoring love of 
Christ. 


I. The Heart and Essence of the Christian 
Faith Is a Personal Relationship to Christ 


This is a truth which is illustrated and em- 
phasized by all the resurrection appearances 
of Jesus, but most of all by this appearance 
to these seven friends. No where else is this 
truth so tenderly, clearly and _ beautifully 
taught. We hear discussions about Christian- 
ity as if it were a system of belief, a doctrine, 
a way of life, something by itself, apart from 
Christ. But there is no such thing. There is 
no Christianity apart from the personal rela- 
tionship to Christ. We hear much talk, too, 
of a possible failure of Christianity, how un- 
less this or that thing is done or followed, 
Christianity will fail and fall. But the New 
Testament knows nothing of that. What it 
makes. clear is that the only success or failure — 
of Christianity is not in institutions, nations . 
or customs or governments, but in the indi- 
vidual heart. The only place where it succeeds — 
or fails is in your heart. If it succeeds there, 
it is beyond the touch of earthly hurt and the 
possibility of extinction. When _persecutors 
once were torturing an early Christian disciple, 
one of them looking down on the agonizing 
victim, cried out, “Where now is your Lord?” 
The suffering man answered, ‘He is in my | 
heart!” How is it with you? Is He in your 
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heart? Does He succeed there? Despite hostile 
world conditions in that hard pagan world in 
which the church Originated, the Christian 
faith succeeded then, succeeded gloriously and 
beautifully in thousands of hearts, and name 
after name was written in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life, never to be blotted out. 


Here in this beautiful narrative you have 
a wonderful and cheering example of the real 
continuing presence of Jesus with His dis- 
ciples. The Jewish and Roman offices and 
authorities and the jeering and mocking multi- 
tude had worked their will and done their 
utmost against Jesus. They had nailed Him on 
the Cursed Tree, and then death had taken 
Him down into the grave. They had done 
all they could. But they could no more con- 
quer him than the night can conquer the day. 
When that morning dawned after the night 
of fruitless toil, the disciples heard a voice, 
and there He was, standing on the shore, still 
interested in them and in their daily toil, and 
telling them how to succeed, to cast out their 
net on the right side of the ship. When they 
did that, they had unprecedented success. Does 
your Christian faith sometimes seem to fall 
short of results? Here then is the key to suc- 
cess—full and prompt obedience to Jesus. It 
took no little faith for those seven disciples to 
let down the net on the right side of -the 
ship, after they had toiled all night and caught 
nothing. But they obeyed His word, and im- 
mediately they had great success. 


Ul. The Two Conditions of Discipleship Are 
Service and Obedience 


In what Jesus said to Peter at this Last 
Breakfast we have set forth the two condi- 
tions of Christian discipleship. The first of 
these is Christian service. When Peter had 
thrice confessed his love for Jesus, Jesus told 
him to do two things. 

The first thing He said to him was, ‘Feed 
my sheep.” It was as if He had said to Peter, 
“You have thrice confessed your love for me, 
Peter. Now prove it by serving My cause. 
Feed my sheep.” What He said to Peter, He 
says to you and me. And Christ’s sheep are 
everywhere, in the home, in the school, in the 
office, in the place of entertainment, in the 
place of toil. No one is truly interested in 
Christ who is not also interested in His King- 
dom, in His sheep, dispersed throughout this 
evil world. 

_ The second thing that Jesus said to Peter, 
and the second condition of true discipleship 
was, “Follow me.” Peter wanted to know 
about what was going to happen to John. 
“What shall this man do?” But Jesus said 
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to him, “If I will that he tarry until I come, 
what is that to thee? Follow thou Me.” There 
are many things about the future which we 
would like to know, but cannot. When will 
Christ come again? What will the judgment 
be like? What will the body of the Resurrec- 
tion be like? What about the fate of the 
heathen who have never heard the gospel? 
There are many things which have been re- 
vealed belong unto us and to our children. 
The things which are hid belong unto God.” 
And how many things there are which are hid 
from our knowledge! But this in no way 
hinders us from our first duty, which is to 
follow Jesus. “What is that to thee? Follow 
thou Me.” 
III, The Forgiving and Restoring 
Love of Christ 

I leave for the last what is always first in 
this great narrative, and that is, the forgiving 
and restoring love of God in Christ. Jesus had 
spoken great words of forgiveness before this. 
He had said of those who nailed him to the 
cross, ‘Father forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” He had said to the woman 
who was a sinner, and who washed His feet 
with her tears, “Her sins, which are many, are 
forgiven her, for she loved much.” To the 
woman who had been taken in adultery He 
said, “Neither do I condemn thee. Go, and 
sin no more.’ And to the Thief on the Cross 
who repented, and asked Jesus to temember 
him when he came in his kingdom, He said, 
“Today shalt thou be with Me in Paradise!” 
John heard all those great words of forgive- 
ness spoken. But he heard also what Jesus said 
to Peter at that Last Breakfast, and of all the 
things John heard Jesus say or saw Him do, 
so many, as John puts it, that if they were all 
recorded, the world itself could scarcely con- 
tain the books which should be written, this 
is the one thing, the one instance of forgive- 
ness, which John chose for the conclusion of 
his great biography of Jesus. And what a 
conclusion it is! John said that he wrote his 
gospel that men might believe that Jesus is 
the Son of God, and that believing they 
might have eternal life in his name. With 
that in mind, He selects for the conclusion of 
his gospel that which he thinks above all else 
will have the power to bring men to faith in» 
Jesus, and that is this marvelous story of how 
Jesus forgave and restored Peter. John might 
have ended his Gospel with something else. 
He might have sited: it with some unrecorded 
saying of Jesus; or with another mighty, unre- 
corded, miracle or sign;, or with some great 
prediction as to the future. But here is some-— 
thing greater than any miracle. Here is a 
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sermon greater than any sermon; and that is 
when Jesus forgave and restored Peter. It 1s 
that which John chose for the conclusion of 
his Gospel. 

Before’ Peter was forgiven and restored, 
Peter had repented. We know that repentance, 
how bitter and sincere it was, when Peter, 
after he heard the cock crow, and Jesus turned 
and looked upon him, “went out and wept 
bitterly.” But here we have Peter not going 
out, but coming back! The Last Supper was a 
prophetic symbol of the power and authority 
to restore. The Last Breakfast shows him 
exercising that power and authority in the 
forgiveness and restoration of Peter. It was 
Jesus who told that great story of the 
Lost Son, and how when he came to himself 
and repented and started homeward, his father 
saw him afar off, and had compassion, and ran 
and fell on his neck and kissed him. Here we 
have Christ going out to meet the returning 
Peter. 

What an Easter sermon John preaches for 
us in this incomparable narrative! There are 
two words which we hear echoing about us 
on this Sabbath. One is a question, “Lovest 
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Text: Mark 15:33-34—‘My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” 


T IS NOT the result of an overworked 
| imagination to believe that Jesus prayed, 

almost constantly, while hanging on the 
cross, as an offering for the sins of mankind, 
and that He repeated the twenty-second Psalm, 
the first words of which suggest the subject 
of our meditation. Impenetrable darkness 
abounded and out of that gloomy waste the 
voice of Jesus was raised in suffering and 
despair; “My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” That cry covers the march of 
the centuries since the Son of God became 
“the propitiation for our sins, and not for our 
. sins only, but for the sins of the whole world.” 
_ The mystery of it all is one of the deepest 
subjects that has ever engaged the attention of 
men. We should never fail to remember, that 
everything which transpired at the Cross was 
indicative of Christ’s refusal to save Himself, 
as the sin-bearer of the world. 


Tragic Reality 


_ It is popular among some circles of thought 
in these much vaunted days of human estima- 
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thou me?” The other is a command, “Follow 
thou me.” Lovest thou me? How much, alas, 
there has been since last Easter which is not 
of a nature to qualify and permit you and me 
to answer “Yes” to that question. Against 
such an answer rises up that thought, that 
word, that deed, that refusal, that acceptance, 
that thing done or left undone, and which 
now is of a nature to seal your lips when 
you attempt to say “Yes.” And yet Peter must 
have felt that way, too, when Jesus said to 
him, ‘“Lovest thou Me?’ Peter could say he 
did, not because of his failure and denial, but 
because he had repented. The Easter season ts 
hailed as a season of joy. And what is it that 
awakens the note of highest joy? And what 
is it that brings joy to the heart of Jesus? 
And what is it that makes the angels of 
Heaven to rejoice? What but when a soul 
repents and comes back to God; what but 
when one who has followed Him, and then 
turned to follow the world, now turns back 
to follow Him, whose Jast word to His dis- 
ciples was, ‘Follow thou Me.” And He is the 
same who said, ‘“Whoso followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness.” 


tion, to think of Jesus as appearing among 
men to take the part of a dramatist on the 
stage of human action. This conception of the 
nature of His mission has been used as an 
excuse for refusing to acknowledge Him as the 
Saviour of the world. Those who think of 
Him in such cramped and questionable terms, 
have never made an important contribution to 
the moral and spiritual enrichment of life. 
It is nothing less than blasphemy to think of 
Jesus as being of no more importance than 
one who came to take His place among men 
as the greatest representative of dramatic art. 

Anyone who is acquainted with the history 
that was made during the time when Jesus 
was hanging on the Cross, can not refrain 
from thinking of that event in terms of tragic 
reality. He who was worthy of all the honors 
that heaven could bestow, was compelled to 
experience the most humiliating treatment that 
was reserved for those who were guilty of 
the most heinous crimes. It is something that 
can not be defined by either logic or senti- 
ment, but it should be given first place in the 
annals of criminality. 

It was darkness contending with light. It 
was weakness defying power. It was hatred 
and jealousy at its worst, testing the strength 
of love. It was an example of human nature 
trying to destroy the love of God in all its 
perfection. ; 

It was not something arranged merely to 
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impress men with the perfect fulfillment of a 
chapter of history. Calvary presents the world 
with the most impressive example of realism 
in the history of men. The ramifications of its 
meaning have been carried to the ends of the 
earth, and the saving qualities of its power 
have undermined the foundations of unbelief 
and caused men to think of Christ in terms 
of saving faith, and to honor the memory of 
His sacrifice in impressive examples of conse- 
crated service. 
The Way Made Plain 


Christ on the Cross reminds us of the 
meaning of John’s words when he said, “And 
the word was made flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth.” If Christ had lived among men 
as an exclusively supernatural representative 


of the eternal world, His mission would have 
been limited to those only who might be able 
to appreciate things that are spiritually dis- 
cerned. But to the eternal advantage of man- 
kind He appeared “in the likeness of sinful 
flesh,’ and in that advantageous example of 
love and devotion, He demonstrated to men 
the desire and determination of the heavenly 
Father to make the way so plain that ‘way- 
faring men though fools, shall not err there- 
in.” Yet there are many today who, through 
indifference and deliberate refusal to manifest 
in their lives the saving power of divine grace, 
“crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh 
and put Him to open shame.” 


The suffering and despairing cry of Jesus on 
the cross reminds us of Jeremiah, known as 
the weeping prophet of Israel, while trying to 
awaken his people to the dangers that threat- 


STANDARD UNIFORM 


VACATION SCHOOL LESSONS 


books 


Street .. 


MARCH - April, 1952 


@ TRUE-TO-THE-BIBLE 
@ 10 LESSON COURSE 


Use this brand new Uniform 
more successful vacation Bible -school than you've. 
ever had before! Win more souls to Christ in 2 weeks 
than in a whole year of Sunday classes! 


In this new course the theme ‘God’s Promise and 
Its Fulfillment’ will be taught every age group from 
Nursery through Intermediate. Available are teacher's 
complete manuals (40c. each), pupil’s colorful work- 
($2.75 a dozen), 
set ($1.00), correlated Table-Top Pict-O-Graph (com- 
plete with easel, background and full-color suede 
figures for $1.00), and helpful Director’s Manual 
for the leader (50c.). 


FOR COMPLETE DESCRIPTION, ASK FOR THE 


ee ey 


ay 


-@ NURSERY THRU INTERMEDIA 
@ LOW COST 


lesson course for a 


full-color teaching picture 


VACATION BIBLE SCHOG 


eee ewe eae e eee 


Gityotates erect arenes see Li aides aha stereusiocete cists clare iors sueieuars 
Church were ere wee rere reser sesccesee weeceeces | 
My position in Bible school ........ OOO, meters Ona | 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO., CINCINNATI 10, OHIO ] 


ened the essential characteristics of their na- 
tional life. Using Jerusalem as an illustra- 
tive example of the dangerous trends of that 
day, he cried out with tremulous anxiety: “Is 
it nothing to you, all ye who pass by? Behold 
and see if there is any sorrow like unto my 
sorrow?” The cry of Jesus on the cross is the 
echoing fulfillment of the promise of God to 
open the way for the salvation of all who will 
acknowledge their sins and live with Him “in 
newness of life.” 

The question of the prophet has lost none 
of its meaning with the passing centuries. We 
need to adopt the language of Jeremiah and 
say to the members of our own generation: 
“Is it nothing to you” that “Christ died for 
our sins according to the scriptures?” “Is it 
nothing to you” that He endured the suffer- 
ing and shame of the cross?” “Is it nothing 
to you” that He cried out in agonizing frus- 
tration: “My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” 

The sufferings of Christ on the cross reveals 
the saving power of God as the universal 
remedy for the weaknesses and shortcomings 
of humanity. It also emphasizes the willing- 
ness of God to meet man more than half 
way, in perfecting a plan that has made pos- 
sible the salvation of humanity regardless of 
racial lines of demarcation. 

It is possible that no one interpretation of 
the cty of Christ on the cross can satisfy the 
longing of men to grasp the meaning of it 
all. Yet the implications of the subject are 
no more numerous than they are important. 
They unfailingly suggest to us the far-reaching 
realm of man’s interest in that which Jesus 
came to do for the world. He suffered as a 
man, but triumphed as an example of divine 
authority. 


The Tragic Prelude 


The prelude to the experience of abandon- 
ment which reached its climax on the cross, 
was the arrest of Jesus in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. The “disciples forsook him and 
fled.” Those whom He had trained in the 
essentials of belief and right living proved 
themselves unworthy representatives of faith 
and practice. In addition to that which had 
already subjected Him to unprecedented 
humiliation and suffering, there was thrust 
upon’ Him the momentary consciousness of 
being out of touch with the one who had sent 
Him into the world to become “the Author 
and finisher of our faith.” It was the con- 
sciousness of this fact that caused Him to 
sound the note of human weakness as he 
cried: “My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
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saken me?” These words were not uttered 
for the purpose of attracting the attention of 
those who had gathered to witness the cruci- 
fixion of One who had been declared the 
enemy of the national interests and the religi- 
ous destiny of His people. They were, instead, 
the cry of One who was feeling the crushing 
effect of being the sin-bearer of the world. 
They were undoubtedly due wholly to the con- 
sciousness of the accumulated effect of the 
world’s sins and sorrows that so mysteriously 
centered in His personality, as the One who 
had gladly consented to become “the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sins of the 
world.” 

Jesus went all the way and made it clear 
that there was “laid upon him the iniquity of 
us all.” This is the great mystery of the ages, 
and yet it is the fascinating demonstration of 
the realistic nature of the sublime announce- 
ment that ‘“God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him. might not perish but have 
everlasting life.” 

The cry from the cross reminds us of the 
prophet, who in the mood of expectation, said 
of the redemptive gift of God to the world, 
“as a man of sorrows and acqainted with 
grief, and we hid as it were our faces from 
him.” This is the prophetic picture of the 
Son of God who came in the form of man, 
and yet who considered it consistent with His 
Mission to declare Himself ‘equal with God.” 
It is this supernal fact that has caused men in 
all ages of Christian history to appreciate the 
sublime meaning of the cry, “My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 

It is this cry of the suffering Saviour which 
has caused men for the last nineteen hundred 
years to know with the assurance of the cen- 
turion, “Truly this was the son of God.” 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


There is a story about an ancient holiday, 
called the ‘Feast of Cherries,’ which tells 
about the part children play in the welfare 
and progress of nations. 

One morning during the siege of Hamburg, 
a weary merchant was returning to his house. 
With other businessmen, he had been helping 
in the defense of the city walls. The fighting 
was severe, so none of the men had rest or 
enough food for a week. There was a great 
shortage of food within the city walls, and 
now it looked as though all the effort was in 
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vain, because the starving people would have 
oO surrender to the enemy. 

Walking through his garden, he stopped to 
idmire his cherry trees, loaded with ripe fruit. 
Che sight was pleasing, and a thought occurred 
0 him. He knew that the enemy was short of 
water, and suffering greatly from thirst, thus 
he continued hard fighting. How glad they 
would be if they could have some of the juicy 
herries! Could the residents of the city of 
Hamburg win their safety by giving the cher- 
ies to the enemy, suffering from thirst? 

There was no time to lose. Quickly he 
gathered 300 children together, ordered them 
dressed in white, and loaded them with cherry 
pranches from the garden trees. The gates of 
the city were opened and the children were 
sent out toward the enemy with their gift of 
life, juicy, ripe cherries. When the enemy 
commander saw the procession coming, he 
thought it was a trick, and prepared for battle. 
However, when the army of 300 children came 
nearer, he saw how greatly they were in need 
of food, yet they came bringing branches 
loaded with ripe, juicy cherries. 

The commander thought of his own little 
children, and the children of the soldiers about 
fo attack, and ordered them to halt. The sol- 
diers were glad to receive the fruit from the 
hands of the children, and a great cheer went 
up from the soldiers, as love and pity had con- 
quered, where guns, strength and hate could 
not win. 

The children were sent back to the city 
gates, accompanied by wagon loads of food for 
the starving citizens of Hamburg, and an hon- 
orable peace was won. For many, many years 
the anniversary of the day on which this gift 
of cherries won the day was celebrated as ‘The 
Feast of Cherries.’’ Streets were thronged with 
hildren, dressed in white, and each carrying 
i cherry branch, which they ate themselves, in 
1onor of the children who had marched out 
hrough the gate into the face of the enemy, 
roving themselves saviors of Hamburg, so 
nany years before. 


yarment Givers 

Children and grown people alike enjoy the 
tory of the day we commemorate as Palm 
sunday, when Jesus rode into the City of 
erusalem so long ago, and those who lined 
he street; waiting for Him, spread their gar- 
nents before Him, so he might pass over 
hem. Later in history, we learn of Sir 
Walter Raleigh, who spread his costly garment 
efore his queen to protect her feet from the 
nud of the street. 

Today, we can make the original Palm Sun- 
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day something real in our lives, not by laying 
our garments in the streets for someone to 
pass over, but by offering our garments to the 
many thousands of children throughout the 
world to clothe their bodies, against the 
weather and cold, and we can do this in the 
Name and Honor of Jesus, whose love for us, 
and all little children throughout the world, 
caused Him to give His life for those who 
believed in Him, loved Him enough to do 
what he taught His followers to do, and did 
it for HIM. 

When we offer our gifts in His Name, let 
us bear in mind that this gift of love may 
bring many of the children who receive these 
garments into the arms of Jesus, just as the 
children came to Him while He walked among 
the people who came to hear Him teach, so 
many years ago. We can be Garment Givers 
today, just as were the followers of Jesus when 
He entered the city of Jerusalem on the first 
Palm Sunday. 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


What Man Can Forgive Sins? 


Text: John 20:25b—“Except I shall see in his 
hands the print of the nails...” 


An overzealous young priest once visited an 
old woman on her deathbed. She had been 
converted from Roman Catholicism more than 
fifty years before, but her relatives were sure 
that the priest would bring her back to the 
church and have her accept the last sacra- 
ments so that she could be buried in a Roman 
Catholic cemetery. The priest, too, was con- 
fident that he would be able to absolve her 
before she died. 

“I have come to absolve you and give you 
Extreme Unction,” he told her. 

“What is that?’ she asked him. 

“I have come to forgive you your sins and 
to anoint you before you die.” 

“Let me look at your hands,’ she de- 
manded. 

“Puzzled, the priest held out his hands 
which were examined closely back and front. 
Then she shook her head and said: “Sir, you 
are an impostor!” “Impostor!’’ he exclaimed. 

“Yes, Sir, you are an impostor. The only 
Man who can forgive me my sins has the im- 
print of the nails of his crucifixion in the 
palms of his hands,” 
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Adam And the Second Adam! 


Text: I Cor. 15:22—‘For as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” 


There is a lovely legend of the Middle 
Ages which tells how Adam was desperately 
sick, dying, and how he sent his son Seth to 
the gates of Paradise to beg the oil of mercy 
which alone could heal him. But Seth met 
the angel with the flaming sword, which turns 
this way and that and had to return empty- 
handed; there was no mercy due to Adam or 
his son. So he came home to find Adam was 
dead and he buried his father and planted 
over his head a withered branch of a tree. 
He did not know that the branch was from 
that tree of life which grows within the Para- 
dise of God. The tree took root, and it grew 
and blossomed and bore fruit. It lived, until 
one day, long after, it was cut down and its 
wood was used for an execution, used to make 
a cross. And one day, over the place where 
Adam’s skull lay buried, at Golgatha, that tree 
was used as a gallows whereon they hung 
the Son of God who is to us and all mankind 
the oil of mercy. Truly the Lamb hath been 
slain before the foundation of the world. 


It Is Later Than You Think! 


Text: Isa. 55:1b—Come ye, buy and eat; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk without money 
and without price.” 


Dwight L. Moody tells the story of’ the 
business man who became a Christian and who 
one day published in the newspapers an adver- 
tisement, that if anyone would come to him 
the next day before twelve o'clock noon, and 
bring a list of all his debts, he would pay the 
entire indebtedness for him. Everybody was 
very skeptical and everyone talked about it, 
but no one believed it. They all thought it 
was some sort of a joke. Finally at 11:50 one 
man came, and after making sure that no one~ 
was watching him, he entered the office of 
the man, and found out it was true, but the 
man kept him in the office until noon. Several 
other people came and had their debts taken” 
care of, too, but they also were asked to 
remain in the office. Then at twelve o'clock, 
they were permitted to go out, and as the word 
spread everybody wanted to get in, but it was 
too late. The deadline had passed. So it is 
with Christ’s call to men, where the line comes 
for us, we do not know, but somewhere it 
does come. “Behold, now is the day of salva- 
tion.” Bs 
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ibove All Principality And Power. 


ext: Hebr. 1:3—‘When He had by Himself 
purged our sins, sat down on the right 
hand of the Majesty on high.” 

One of the most famous towers in England 
; the tower of the House of Parliament in 
ondon, which houses the famous Big Ben, 
rhose chimes ring out across the world. Above 
hat tower there is a light; and Londoners in 
he streets below, or going across the great 
ridges to the other side of London, know 
vhat it means when that light is shining. 
When they look up and see it, they say to 
me another, ‘““The House is in session,” or 
The House of Commons is still sitting.” 
(nd that sitting, too, is a symbolic word. It 
eally means, ‘The King’s Government is 
eing carried on.” 

Something like that is the assurance that we 
shristians may draw from the affirmation that 
Christ sits at the right hand of God.” The 
Ascension meant that Christ was henceforth 
isible only by faith, but it did not mean a 
essening of Christ’s connection with human- 
ty and with history. It meant rather that He 
ad taken our humanity into the heavenlies, 
nd it meant His continued and kingly pres- 
nce ‘‘far above all principality and power.” 


“All power is to our Jesus given, 

O’er earth’s rebellious sons He reigns: 
He mildly rules the hosts of heaven 

And holds the power of hell in chains. 


“In vain doth Satan rage his hour: 
Beyond his chain he cannot go; 
Our Jesus shall stir up His power 
And. soon avenge us of our foe.” 


Amazing Grace! 

ext: Eph, 2:8—"For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God.” 

John Newton has written a great hymn 
ntiled “Amazing Grace,” and it came out 
f a bitter and blessed experience. A naturally 
right boy, he was able to read by the age of 
our. His good mother died when he was 
nly seven, and after that he roamed the 
treets until, at the age of -eleven, his ship 
aptain father took him to sea as a cabin boy. 
Yeveloping all the worst traits of a life that 
; without moral restraints, he degenerated 
ato employment by a slave trader, finally being 
reated virtually as a slave himself. He was 
nally rescued by an old friend of his fathers’s 
nd taken back to London. In a terrific storm 
n the voyage home he was barely saved from 
eing washed overboard. That and other ex- 
riences led him to seek to live a new life. 
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“Security'’ — what a magic sound that 
word has for modern ears! It is an open 
sesame to the realms of the blest. Every man 
desires that above what once was considered 
the highest god. Our forefathers sought 
eagerly for salvation; their grandchildren 
diligently seek for security —- at any price. 

To poke fun at this demand would be 
as easy as it would be silly. For the clergy- 
man retirement in reasonable security at 65— 
or later—ought to be regarded as a right 
and not as charity. But a distinction needs to 
be made between wild dreams and attainable 
reality. Relative security can be a realizable 
target. ‘‘Pennies from Heaven" will not be 
showered on the minister at 65, but a planned 
program can be arranged that will work. 

Pensions and social security benefits can 
be expected for the minister of the future. 
But if and when these are available, it is 
not likely that every clergyman will be sup- 
plied at once with their maximum benefits. 
A sane program for retirement will include 
provision for protection and an assured 
income at 65. Because the Presbyterian 
Ministers’ Fund policy is a contract, it deals 
in assurances and not mere hopes. It is an 
agreement to pay—in case of eventualities. 
The Endowment at 65 offers excellent advan- 
tages at a very low price. Dividends, if left 
to accumulate, will measuraby increase its 
value. Options of cash-surrender or paid-up 
insurance may be selected. 

For further information cut out the blank 
and send it to 
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But this was merely an attempt at self-reforma- 
tion, and not a wholehearted commitment to 
Christ as his Saviour. He still had no scruples 
about engaging in the slave trade until, at the 
age of twenty-nine, he met an earnest Chtis- 
- tian ship’s captain in the hatbor of St. Kitts, 
in the West Indies. Conversations with him 
led Newton to commit himself fully to Christ. 

Supporting himself for the next decade as 
harbor inspector at Liverpool, he studied to 
prepare himself for the Christian ministry and 
was ordained at the age of thirty-nine. After 


such a long delay no wonder he could write 
the hymn: 


“Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, 
‘Was blind, but now I see.” 


He knew what the grace of God could do 
for one who had lived such a wretched life. 
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Trust In God. 


Text: I Tim. 4:10b—'We trust in the living 
God, who is the Saviour of all men, spe- 
cially of those that believe.” 

In his book ‘““Youth And Life,” Dr. Daniel 
Poling tells about a certain general who, in 
one of the darkest hours of the Revolution, 
became extremely fearful and in the presence 
of George Washington cried out, “We are 
lost! All is lost!” Washington, with a calm- 
ness and certitude which spoke with unusual 
authority, said, “Sir, you do not know the 
resources and the genius of liberty.” 

Never lose heart! Not a single one of us 
knows the infinite resources of Almighty God 
for saving the lost cause, the fading dream, 
the disappointed hopes, of mankind. His 
power is beyond our knowing, so let us trust 
Him, let us have faith not in the things that 
are seen, but in the things that are unseen. 


He Abideth Faithful! 


Text: II Tim, 2:13—"If we believe not, yet 
He abideth faithful: He cannot deny Him- 
a3 Pat 
A little girl was coming home one day from 

a Sunday School party, carrying a bag of candy, 

some fruit, and a card on which were written 

the words, ““Have Faith In God!” She got on 

a bus, and sat near the door of the bus, and 

a gust of wind caught the text and, to the 

little girl’s dismay, it was carried out the 

window and down the road. Whereupon she 
exclaimed: “Stop the bus! Stop the bus! I’ve 
lost my Faith in God.” 

How many of us there are who, just as 
quickly, lose our faith in God—not the faith 
that saves, but faith in Him day by day. How 
we need to remind ourselves that even “if we 
believe not, yet He abideth faithful.” 


Going the Second Mile. 


Text: Matt. 5:41—"And whosoever shall com- 
pel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.” 
Dr. Roy Smith tells about the time when 

he was standing on a street corner in the city 

of Minneapolis, and noticed that a blind man 
was having difficulty in getting across the 
street. He helped him, and after he had taken 
him through the traffic, the man said, “Are 
you a Kiwanian?”’ Dr. Smith said, “Yes.” The 
blind man then said, “I thought you must be. 

They are so kind to blind folks.” Dr. Smith 

then went on to say: ‘I was also a Methodist 

and a Christian, but he never asked about 
that.” Too often we are content to be what 
other people are—no worse, perhaps, and not 
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wich better. We forget that the Christian is 
ore. While everybody is expected to prac- 
ce the four cardinal virtues, Christians go 
eyond them. Everybody should be prudent 
nd temperate and just and have fortitude. 
verybody is expected to do that, but the 
hristian is expected to go even farther than 
lat. 


10 Connection. 


ext: John. 8:31b—"If ye continue in my 
word, then are ye my disciples indeed.” 

A United Press report from San Antonio, 
exas, tells of a hospital in that city where it 
as discovered that the firefighting system, 
pon which reliance had been placed for 
litty-five years for the safety of all its pa- 
ents in case of fire, had never been con- 
ected with the city’s water main. The pipe 
at led from the firefighting system extended 
yur feet underground and there stopped! An 
spropriation was immediately made, of 
yurse, to hook the hospital’s system to the 
ty water pipe. 

In just such a way there are those who, 
lying on character, or church membership, 
- benevolent contributions, or other works of 
ie flesh, have been even more insecure than 
ere the patients of the hospital in San An- 
nio; for it has been their souls that have been 
idangered rather than their bodies. Apart 
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from. attachment, by faith, to the source of 
the stream of living water, that is, Christ 
Himself, there is no safety. And, says He: 
“Whosoever drinketh of the water that I 
shall give him shall never thirst; but the water 
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of 
water springing up into everlasting life.” 


As the Heart Sees. 


Text: Prov. 4:23—"“Keep thy heart with all 
diligence; for out of it are the issues of 
life.” . 

In his book, ‘‘Life’s Meaning,” Henry P. 
Van Dusen tells the story of two young doc- 
tors who were traveling together in China. 
They had been classmates in medical school. 
One was on a trip around the world, prepara- 
tory to setting up a lucrative practice in New 
York City. The other was on his way into 
the interior of China as a medical missionary. 
They were sailing up the Yangtze on a river 
boat and were approaching one of the small 
villages which line its banks. The end of the 
landing stage was crowded with coolies, gesti- 
culating, jabbering, elbowing each other, push- 
ing to catch coins thrown to them by passen- 
gers on the boat. As the two men stood by 
the rail and looked down on the confused 
crowd, the doctor who was on his way around 
the world, turned to his companion and said, 
“Damned dirty Chinks!’’ And the other, on 
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his way to medical service in the heart of 
China, said without a trace of sentimentality in 
his voice, “Brothers and sisters of yours, 
children for whom Christ died.” The differ- 
ence between these two men was not a differ- 
ence in the people they were evaluating. They 
were looking at identically the same coolies. 
It was not a difference in their eyesight. It 
was a difference in the eyes of their imagina- 
tion, their eyes of vision. 


BY THE WAY, by Bishop Francis J. McConnell. Ab- 
ingdon-Cokesbury. 286pp. $3.50. 

Here is a delightful book of reminiscences, the kind 
of autobiography one would anticipate from the hand 
and heart of such a Christian leader as Bishop Mc- 
Connell has proven himself to be. A sense of humor 
runs through the pages of the book with contagious 
refreshment and makes each chapter a wellspring of 
experiences worthy of being retold many times over. 


The human interest stories as well as an extraord- 
inary selection of biographical anecdotes about great 
personalities assure the author that his book will be 
a much quoted volume. 


Bishop McConnell unwinds the fascinating story of 
his eventful career without regard to how great a 
part he may have played in the history of our time. 
His nineteen chapters are entirely too brief. The Bish- 
op’s story is alive with insights such as have come only 
from his unwearied mind and heart. It vibrates with 
warm human feeling and gives you the impression that 
you are privileged to listen to a great soul and a 
mighty personality as though he were talking from a 
chair across the room.—John W. McKelvey. 


LECTURES ON THE LAST THINGS, by William Hen- 
dricksen. Baker. 65pp. $1.50. 


These three Lectures On The Last Things, deal with 
the subjects, “The Sign of His Coming,’ ‘‘Our Lord’s 
Return,” and “By the Sea of Crystal,” and are an 
explanation of Matthew 24:1-31, First. Thessalonians 
4313-18, and Revelation 15:14, and other related pass- 
ages. They deal with a very pertinent and timely sub- 
ject, and written wih the-confidence that all things 
are under the full and perfect control of One Who 
has declared “the end from the beginning.’—Johkn H. 
Johansen. 


ONENESS WITH CHRIST, by W. R. Nicholson. Edited 
by James M. Gray. Kregel. 284pp. $3.00 


Dr. James M. Gray, a former student of Bishop W. 
R. Nicholson, has brought to the reader the latter's 
expository lectures on the Epistle to the Colossians. Dr. 
Gray had the good fortune of having been a student 
of the Bishop, and hearing. these lectures delivered. 
They made a lifetime impression upon his mind. 

These lectures are not only instructive but decidedly 
inspirational. The author has brought to these lectures 
the wealth of knowledge and experience of his career. 
In a detailed way the statements of Paul are analyzed, 
the didactic meaning given, and the practical appli- 
cation made. It would be difficult to find a more en- 


lightening and inspiring series of dissertations on a 
vital book. 


Though there are thirty-three chapters, some of. the 
subjects are ‘Reconciliation through the Death of 
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hrist.”” “The Results of Reconciliation,’ ‘The Means 
f Power,” “The Exhibition of Power,” and ‘The Se- 
ret of Power.’ When the reader completes these stud- 
2s, he has a masterful understanding of a precious 
ook in the New Testament.—A. Wallace Copper. 


‘HE MINISTER AND THE MINISTRY, by W. H. 
rreever. Muhlenberg Press. 80pp. 

Though these lectures were delivered in 1945 their 
alue has not diminished. In this first volume of the 
‘nubel-Miller Foundation Lectures are to be found 
hallenging discussions of the various phases of the 
ninister’s task. This is more than a restatement of the 
outine affairs of the pastor’s workshop; it is a call 
0 examine his faithfulness to his high and holy call- 
ng. The chapter, ‘‘The Minister and Missions”, should 
e studied by every pastor.—W. G. Sherman. 


SERMONS AND OUTLINES 
SUPPER. Baker. 100pp. $1.75. 
This is a volume of sermons, condensed sermons, 
rief outlines, suggested texts, poetry, and illustrations, 
il bearing on the Communion. It consists of selections 
rom great preachers of a past day: Maclaren, Meyer, 
jpurgeon, Dwight, Flavel, Barnes, Robertson, Boston, 
dodge, McCheyne, etc. “There were giants in the 
and.” Yet no one doubts if one minister in twenty 
or even fifty) today can put Christian names to that 
ist. The publisher claims it as “a valuable handbook 
or use in the preparation of communion sermons and 
\ddresses.”’ This writer does not ignore or devalue the 
vast. The works of many in this volume are on his 
helves and he is debtor to them. But he questions the 
ligh value of the book: As a reference work it has 
ralue. But the emphases are so different from today 
ind modern congregations could not be expected to 
synthuse over them; resigned, perhaps, but not enthus- 
astic. A man using it must use it carefully, remember- 
ng the temper of the age we live in—Wm. Tait 
Paterson. 
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2ELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES, by Wilbur Smith. 
Wilde. 418pp. $2.75. 

Peloubet’s Select Notes on the International Bible 
vessons for Christian Teaching for 1952, the annual 
rolume, is equipped with useful bibliographies listing 
ooks for supplementary reading, plus a brief intro- 
luction, plus a listing of pictures paralleling the Les- 
ons. In addition to all this the author has included a 
ine number of maps, illustrations, and reprints in 
olor. These visual aids constitute a decided asset and 
nake the book doubly valuable from the standpoint 
yf Biblical. study. 

Dr. Smith has further improved the presentation of 
he International Lessons by giving his analysis and 
liscussion beneath the portion of the Scripture being 
tudied. This enables the teacher to keep the Biblical 
ext constantly before him and avoids the difficulty 
yf keeping several books open at the right place at 
he same time.—John W. McKelvey. 


tFFECTIVE PREACHING, by Thomas V. Liske. Mac- 
nillan. 293pp. $3.50. 

This book written by Dr. Liske is meant principally 
or priests. The author, a professor of speech at Quigley 
seminary, Chicago, has, however, given in his book 
ractical advice to all ministers concerning the tech- 
liques of preaching. The book is not theoretical, but 
ather deals with the homiletical details that are in- 
olved in the preparation and delivery of a sermon. 

Dr. Liske reminds his readers that preaching is not 
ecitation. He instructs concerning gestures, the use 
f the voice. A considerable portion of the book is 
oncerned with the content of the sermon. One real- 
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izes this especially as some chapter titles are notated. 
There is one on “How to Write a Sermon,” ‘How to 
be effective in the Beginning of a Sermon,” “The Body 
of a Sermon,” and “How to Persuade our Audience.” 

“Effective Preaching” is as detailed a book on homi- 
letical procedure as one can find anywhere in current 
religous literature—A. Wallace Copper. 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE, by Ernest Fre- 
mont Tittle. Harper. 274pp. $3.75. 

In his “Portrait of a Preacher’? Paul Hutchinson 
says that Ernest Fremont Tittle was many things be- 
sides a preacher; he was a crusader for social justice 
and peace, a civic reformer, an indefatigable pastor, 
and a great soul. Yet above all else, Hutchinson says 
he was a preacher. In ‘‘The Gospel According to Luke,” 
we see Dr. Tittle as a Bible expositor, and we see what 
made Dr. Tittle the great preacher that he was. This is 
not a critical, exegetical work on the Third Chapter, 
but rather a work emphasizing the timeless truths of 
the Gospel. Dr. Tittle’s explanation of what the teach- 
ing of Jesus meant to the people of his time is lucid 
and clear, and his application of these teachings to 
present-day life is relevant and up-to-date. This is a 
book for minister and layman alike.—John. J. Johan- 
sen. 


FOUNDATIONS OF THE FAITH, edited by David J. 
Fant. Revell. 189pp. $2.50. 

Here are twelve statements of the basic, Christian 
beliefs. While not a study of the Apostles’ Creed, the 
chapters deal with the affirmations made in that his- 
toric confession of faith. The authors are warmly con- 
servative, as a listing of their names will immediately 
indicate: H. J. Ockenga, R.._G. Lee, V. R. Edman, 
William) Culbertson, Carl F H. Henry, and others. Dr. 
Ockenga’s treatment of the Atonement is especially 
rewarding. Valuable background material for a sermon 
series will be found in this most helpful volume.—W. 
Goddard Sherman. , 


Greater Than Bunyan 

(From page 79) 

that within each one was a miniature forest 
tree. Later, unwilling to wait for these trees 
to unfold through the years, my daughter, 
Virginia, and I went seventeen miles up the 
Queets River where we saw what a tiny seed 
can become, the largest known Douglas fir. 
As we observed this giant, standing on the 
western slope of the Olympic Mountains, we 
were impressed by its magnificent propor- 
tions. Measuring 171/ feet in diameter, six 
feet from the ground, its crown nestled in the 
clouds and within its trunk were many thou- 
sands of feet of potential lumber. We knew 
that half a millennium ago God, unaided by 
human hands, had taken the fruit of a fir and, 
on the wings of the wind, had transported it 
to the very spot where the tree now stands. 
Providing an abundance of water and the 
warn rays of the sun, the Father caused the 
life within the seed to stir and grow. Pres- 
ently the hard shell was broken, the roots 
turned downward and the crown upward so 
that in time the tiny plant, in the light for the 
first time, entered upon its 500-year-journey 
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ward the sky. That day on which we sur- 
eyed this tree we knew that Paul Bunyan has 
ever been credited with such an achievement 
s that. We agreed with Joyce Kilmer that 
Only God can make a tree.” 

This One is often seen to work in the heart 
f simple men. When George Washington 
arver was born, almost a century ago, there 
‘as nothing in the appearance of this child of 
ormer slave parents that would distinguish 
im from millions of other infants. Yet the 
teator had placed within his heart an un- 
uenchable thirst for knowledge, an insatiable 
uriosity, a burning desire to be of service to 
is race, a spirit of forgiveness of those who 
id him wrong, and an unconquerable determ- 
vation to fulfill the purposes of his life. 

After many hardships Carver graduated from 
ollege. Looking about for a situaton in which 
2 invest his life, the young man went to 
‘uskegee Institute in Alabama as a member of 
1e faculty. The equipment with which he was 
xpected to labor was hopelessly inadequate, 
jut he began to put questions to everything 
bout him, including the farm crops and espe- 
lally the lowly peanut. Under his relentless 
uestioning these products of the soil began 


9 yield up secrets heretofore unknown to, 


man. Harnessing this new knowledge and 
utting it to work, Carver was able to lift the 
evel of the life of the people of the South. 

When he died a few years ago, this gentle 
man was greatly beloved by students and 
aculty of his school, honored and respected 
y the people of his town and his fame had 
pread throughout the land. Through all these 
chievements he continued to live the simple 
fe. Retaining his curiosity and the desire to 
now more about the secrets of God, he never 
gst the spirit of friendliness nor the desire 
> serve, which mark the simple greatness 
yhich characterized all he did. Today George 
Vashington Carver belongs not to the Negro 
ace, but to humanity. It is trite to say, that 
ne only power in this universe that could 
reate a man like that, is God. 

Yet He who made George Washington 
arver is available for everyone. It is not to 
e understood that each can become a Carver, 
ut that the man who yields his innate capact- 
es to God will find that the heavenly Father 
ill aid him in the unfolding of his person- 
lity so that he may accomplish his utmost in 
fe. 

If this is to take place in one’s life God 
must have a chance at him. Jesus said, “Be- 
old, I stand at the door and knock.” But he 
yade clear that only man can open the door 
f his heart. Before God can achieve His 
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purposes in any one of His children, He must 
have a chance at the mind. It is not possible 
for a person to reason himself into Christ- 
likeness. Neither can he achieve God’s high- 
est purposes for him without the whole- 
hearted commitment of his unprejudiced mind 
to the Father. A man wrote that he rejects 
Christianity because, he said, “It is not rea- 
sonable.” The only Christian attitude toward 
such a one is that of deepest pity for a man 
who has never given Christ a chance at his 
mind. He who would understand and accom- 
plish the purposes of the Creator must ap- 
proach this quest from the Kingdom point of 
view. The disciple, Thomas, is one who pos- 
sessed this attitude. He said, “I will not be- 
lieve until I see the print of the nails and the 
spear.” Nevertheless, he was willing to re- 
ceive the evidence when presented. Standing 
before the Master and recognizing features and 
voice, he asked to see the signs of the cruci- 
fixion. His request granted, he immediately 
fell on his face. before the Saviour, crying, 
‘“‘My Lord and my God!” That is the spirit 
of one willing to give God a chance at his 
mind. 


One must also give God a chance -at his 
heart. There are those who scorn the employ- 
ment of emotion in religion, but such a person 
also holds out on the Father. Love is an emo- 
tion and Jesus declares that the first command- 
ment is, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with mind and heart.’’ Thus, according to the 
Lord, the first step toward God is to make 
use of the emotion of love. When the mind 
is convinced, and the heart accepts Christ, then 
it is that the life is filled with joy which is 
the end and the desire of love. He who rejects 
the use of feeling in religion closes the door 
to vital spiritual experience. 


The man seeking the complete unfoldment 
of life must give Goda chance at his will. 
When the mind and the emotion are in con- 
flict the latter usually wins, pulling off at a 
tangent, dragging the unconvinced mind and 
the rebellious will after it. This is inward 
and spiritual war. But when the mind and the 
feelings are agreed in a common purpose and 
goal, the will becomes the happy servant of 
one master —— the united mind and heart. 
This is true spiritual peace, the end for which 
Jesus came. 


When mind and spirit agree to accept and 
follow Christ the will gets busy on the many 
duties which constitute the true tasks of the 
kingdom. The bringing of peace and harmony 
to the soul is not the work of a fictitious char- 
acter, mythological giant, nor even of phi- 
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losophy. It is the achievement of the living 
God working in the heart through the power 
of His Son. One can not stand in the pres- 
ence of one who has been redeemed through 
faith in Jesus Christ, without a realization that 
such a transformation is the work of one in- 
finitely greater than Paul Bunyan. 


Do We Believe in Prayer? 

A subscriber writes about the use of a 
“Prayer Card’’ in winning people to accept 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour. With the simple 
heading, “Prayer Card,” space for writing in 
the name of the person for whom you wish to 
pray, and have others join in the prayers, 
small, light-weight cards with envelopes are 
distributed as worshippers enter, or in pew- 
racks. Anyone who wishes consecrated prayer 
for the conversion of any specific person, fills 
in the card, seals the blank envelope, and 
takes it to a designated receptacle in the 
Chancel. In addition to specific prayer during 
the worship service for the persons named in 
the sealed envelopes, every worshipper is re- 
quested to pray for these persons daily. 


If we believe in prayer, here is a way to 
put that faith into action. 
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